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* £ "PREFACE, my good Sir 1 : 
A never wrote one in m. Res and ſcarce- 
, en. One al- 
2 ways ſkips over the preface to a 
novel; and indeed ſo little are cham: 


regarded in general, that I imagined 
they had been wholly out of faſhion. Y 


My Bookſeller, . gentle Reader, 
wants me to write a preface ; but to 
what purpoſe? If it is to beſpeak thy 


Sad opinion, thou art a * OF: 
= too 
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too ach judgment to be biaſed by J 
what the partial parent fays of her 
beloved offspring; and leſs excuſe- 
able js to pretend to diſplay its ſcope, 
intention, moral; for that would be 
an pg nk doubt of thy penetra- 
tion, a piece of ill breeding of which 
believe me incapable; or it would be- 
tray in myſelf a horrid confciouſneſss 
of bad painting, thus to be reduced 

to write under my nag, THIS 1s 4 
Hopsy Ho RSE. Why a preface * 
then, for heaven's ſake? I vow I Þ 
know not what to ſay---no matter, 
nobody reads prefaces, you know of 
courſe it is of very little confequente.. 
How they ate wrote. If a page or two 
is but filled, the etiquette is perform 
ed and there is an end. Away with 
fear then, and let us begin. 
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Fix Lavy! 


For fuch I have a prefenti-. 


of thy hair dreſſer, having read tothe: 
end of the volame, for want of having 
eguile the tedious 
time, he is fiddle-faddling about thee. 
turneſt back to the preface, and does 
it the honour of a peruſal I have 
ſo tender a regard for thy peace of 
mind, that I caution thee to beware 
how thou cenfureſt the following lit» 
tle work, left thou chanceſt unwits 
tingly to wound the boſom of thy: 
friend. I am, as thou ſuppoſe it, un 
known to thee; but how wilt thou 

be aſſured of that ? art thou certain 

that thou haſt not, amongſt all thy ac- 

uaintance, one whom thus. in ſecre 


* 
; 0 


mäulges an itch for writing? I proteſt 


to thee that I have a very large ac- 
quaintance, only one of whom is: in- 
truſted with the fecret of my being 
an authorefs; fo exceedingly afra 


am l of being ridiculed for my ill ſue- 


cell. Tha  Turceſi—-in' 


_ 


my endeavours to pleaſe. the public. 
Yet, Iwill whiſper you as a friend, ſo 
ſtrangely contradictory is the human 
-»-I ſhould rather | ſay the female 7 
heart, the men—--wiſe ſouls!--<2-.. 
- ways being conſiſtent, reaſonable, c. 
&c. You imagine perhaps, from this 
intimate knowledge of their ſuperla- 
tive perfections, that I am married---; 
how I admire your penetration |----—= = |} 
but where was I ?-—Oh----yet I ſay, 
ſo contradicting is the female heart, 
that though I thus wrap myſelf uß 
in obſcurity, and hide me from my. ® 
neareſt friends, yet I ſigh for fame, 
and am ready to cry with Cowley, 


N | What ſhalt do to be for ever known, 5 4 
And make the age e come my own? | | 


Alas! writing novels is not the path. © 
to fame; even Richardſon, the di- 
vine Richardſon | is neglected, i; 
not almoſt forgotten, ſtands unheed- 
ed upon the ſhelf, with Fielding and 
Smollett, whilſt every new piece of 
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bles that burſt, and are loſt for ever, 
almoſt as ſoon as the breath of va- 
2 nity blows them into being - but 
they are read firſt. ——-Ngw !----— 
there is magic in the wor well 


% 


then, at leaſt I have Zhis advantage, 
2 T7 ſhall be new, ſhall be read of 
= courſe, and then-——alas, my dear 
friend! will you not, by your plau- 
dit, endeavour to keep me from 
2 ſinking a, /777/e while--—alas!\per- 
2 Haps 1 ſhall be forgotten------Heigh- 
2 ho!-—-I really am ſo melancholy I 
wean add no more. : 
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1 F Mi ifs Maria Belvil, to MM fs Peg Fur: 
'F V OUR wonder, my * at the ſtriking 


diſparity. of fortune in two ſiſters, 
does not ſurprize me; it muſt be matter k 
of aſtoniſhment to every one who has not 


been ſufficiently intimate with our family 


to be made acquainted with thoſe, I WI 


call them unfortunate incidents which gave ] 
7 riſe to it. | 


It will give me pain to diſplay a parent's 
imperfections, but alas! they are already 


but too apparent; my mother takes no 


'Z pains to conceal the hatred ſhe has for me. 


4 Oh my Louiſa, long as I have known it, 
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and it was due #4 * Fut. Perceptions” of 
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my infant mind, the fatal reflection ceaſes 


not to wring my ſoul with ' excruciating 
torture. Iam ſeated, my dear, to gratify 
your curioſity; by participation, you ſay, 
ſorrows are leſſened, and you inſiſt upon 
ſharing. mine: How ſoothing to that ear 
which is almoſt à ſtranger to the ſoft, the 
ſweet accents of pity. or of love | 
By the death of his father, and an elder 


Ttyother, who upon ſome diſcontent left his 


paternal abode, and rambling about the 
world was at laſtloſt in an outward-bound 
India ſhip, which foundered in its voyage ; 
my father was. ſcarcely of age when he 


found himſelf in poſſeſſion of a very con- 
fiderable eſtate; this, joined to a very good 
perſon, a polite addreſs, a well cultivated: 
underftanding, and an agreeable vivacity, 


made his company courted by all, and he 


found himſelf exceedingly well received 
among the ladies. 5 " 

/ © Almoſt intoxicated with the flattering 
diſtinction, he was in great danger of be- 


coming a coxcomb, when chance preſented 
to him one evening at a ball a young lady, 


of whom he became inſtantly enamoured. 


She was exquilitely handſome, and charmed 


with her perſon, his imagination ſupplied 
to her every other perfection he thought 
neceſſary to his happineſs: he ſaw good 


nature dimpled in her blooming cheek, the 


moſt brilliant wit ſparkled in. her fine eyes; 


he 
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he liſtened to the fineſt voice in the world, 
he gazed on lips that in delicacy of hue 
cutvied the ſhining coral, and was aſto- 
niſhed at the goodneſs of her underſtand - 
ing and the juſtneſs of her ſentiments 
e intreated the honour of her hand, 
and was in raptures to find her not en- 
Z gaged; he made the beſt uſe of his tine, 
and was tranſported to find ſhe liſtened to 
his extravagent flattery with. & ſeeming 
pleaſure, and he never left her the whole 
evening but to enquire among his acquain - 
tance who ſhe was; from one of whom he 
learned that ſhe was the only daughter of 
a man of fortune in aneighbouring country; 
and was then upon a viſit to a young lady 
in the neighbourhood ; pleaſed with this 
intelligence, as it reconciled his prudence 
to his love, my father redoubled his aſſi- 
duties; and as ſhe danced finely, and 
liked the attentions of her partner, it was 
late before they parted. |; 
My father attended the object of his 
aſſion the next morning at the houſe of 
r friend, and found her as lovely in her 
diſhabille as in a more ornamented, I will 
not ſay a more ſtudied dreſs; and he pur- 
Z ſued her with ſuch ardour, that ſhe could 
not refuſe him her leave to apply himſelf 
to her father; a ſhrewd old man, Who 
taking advantage of my father's diſinte- 
reſted paſſion, made what is called a good 
1 5 2 bargain 
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8 5 in for his daughter; that is to ſay, 4 
* allowance for pin money, an 
5 diſpoſal of her own fortune, af- 


ter the death - of her huſband ;, and like- | 
wiſe of half his eſtate, which was ſettled 


upon her as jointure. 


Paſſionately in love, young, gay, and 
inconfiderate, my father readily ſubſcribed 


to all theſe unreaſonable demands, without 


once reflecting on their pernicious conſe- |} 
quence, and at length was put in — 1 


of all his wiſhes. 


A conſtant ſucceſſion of gay company, 9 


balls, plays, and all ſorts of public diver- 
ſions, in which his fair bride was ſo well 
qualified to ſhine, for ſome months en- 


groſſed their attention; a houſe in London 


was taken, and they both entered: with 
ſpirit into all the gaieties of polite life. 


At length, ſickened with the conſtant 
rotation, as he had naturally a turn for 
domeſtic happineſs, my father was deſirous 7 
of returning to his family manſion, and 
enjoying by himſelf the ſprightly conver- 
fation of his Harriet; but how was he 
ſurprized and diſappointed, when that 
Harriet, who had been all tender com- 


laiſance, all ſoft acquieſcence to every 


"pleaſurable ſcheme he had hitherto been 
Nudious to engage her in, declared with 
raiſed complexion, and eyes ſparkling wit 
IS, that if he was weary of the 
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town diverſions, as the Bath ſeaſon was 
coming in, ſhe would with all her heart ac- 


company him thither, or ſhould like of all 


things to take the tour of Europe; but ſhe 
Was determined not tobe buried in thecountry, 
for ſhe hated and deteſted country houſes! 
In vain he repreſented the rural beau- 
ties of his ſeat, its vicinity to a very con- 


ſiderable town, where ſhe might enjoy 
many of her darling pleaſures almoſt in 
as high perfection as in the metropolis; 
impoſſible, ſhe cried; ſhe hated the com- 


== 


pany of country Miſſes, and the aukward 


2 civilities of booby Eſquires, and repeated 


her determination not to comply. 
Vext at her obſtinacy, my father retired. 


plated the demolition of all his air- built 


ſchemes of domeſtic happineſs. a 


His eyes were by this time ſufficiently 
opened to the imprudence of his eenduct, 
in chooſing a wife merely for a beautiful 


upon truſt. He now plainly ſaw what he 


had lately ſuſpected, though he was un- 
willing to whiſper it even to himſelf, that 
a fine perſon, and thoſe accompliſhments 
which ſhew it to molt advantage, com- 
prized her merit; full of vivacity and 
lively chit-chat in company, but an inſipid 
lifeleſs companion in a tete à tete at home:; 
without one liberal idea, one generoug 


B 3 ſentiment, 
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ſentiment, her dear ſelf engroſſed her whole 
attention, and univerſal admiration formed 


the frſt wiſh of her heart. | 
Still, however, he loved her, though 


with abated affection; and as ſhe was not 
to be prevailed upon to join in his ſcheme 7 
of happineſs, he acquieſced in hers ; but 
ſoon had the additional mortification of find» 7 
ing her a finiſhed coquette ; ſhe flirted 7 
openly with every well-drefled coxcomb, 
and himſelf was generally the only man in 
company neglected by her: his only con- 
ſolation was the obſerving ſhe had no par- 
_ ticular favourite; ſhe would go ridiculouy 
lengths to gain a lover, but once ſecure Þ} 
of his heart, ſhe gave herſelf no other 
trouble about him, than by a few ſmiles ta 
keep him in her train. | 


Srill, however, my father now and then 


preſumed to remonſtrate, but ill humour 
And contempt were the only returns he met 
with. At length, ſatiated with the poſ- 


Ee * 


ſeſſion of a woman who had no mental 7 


charms to detain her lover when beauty 7 


palled upon the ſenſe, he ſought abroad 
that happineſs he could not find at home, 
and by way of drowning reflection, plunged *! 


headlong into every faſhienable vice. 


But I am interrupted. Adieu, my dear > 


Louiſa, for the preſent, and believe me moſt 
affectionately yours, 7 
0 N MARIA BELVILLE. | 
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TRANSITION OF A MoMENT. C 
= My; Maria Beluille to Miſs Louiſa Fermir. 


A GAIN, my dear Louifa, I reſume. 
W | 

For ſome years did the gay couple, I 
deſcribed in my laſt, tread ſeparately the 
giddy round of folly and diffipation : in 
the ſecond year of the marriage my ſiſter 
Harriet was born, who was one of the 
lovelieſt children that ever was ſeen, and 
complimented with being the exact reſem- 
blance of my mother : three years after 
my unfortunate ſelf beheld the light; but 
as I unhappily did not poffeſs fo delicate 
a complexion, nor ſo fine a ſet of features, 
I was thought by my mother unworthy 
her regard, and was treated by her with 
the moſt mortifying neglect.  _ 
Ten years elapſed in this manner, when 

a ſhattered conſtitution and the rude cla- 
mours' of his numerous creditors awoke 
my father from his delirium; and upon 
his recovery from a violent illneſs, the 
effects of intemperance, which had brought 
= death full to his view, with all its train of 
Z conſequential terrors, he difcarded his de- 
bauched companions, and fat in earneſt 

to look into, and reform his affairs. 
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le was greatly alarmed at diſcovering 
- his debts to amount to more than that half 
of the eſtate which was not ſecured to my 
mother. He had no money, my mother's * 
Fortune was in truſtees hands, and he too 
well knew her temper to have much hopes 
he would uſe her intereſt with them to 
give up any part to extricate him from 
his preſent difficulties; he however laid 
the diſiragted Nate of his affairs before her, 
and uſed every; argument to perſuade her 
to the generous. action, but, as he expected, 


r 
His creditors growing every day more 
troubleſome, my father ſaw no other me- 
thod of ſatisfying. them than ſelling the 
Part of his cliate left to his own. diſpoſal, 
_ retiring into the country; and out of the 
remaining part of his income, which would 
then be a very fine one, pay the remain- 
der of his; debts, and ſave ſome: fortune 
for his youngeſt daughter, whom he now 
for the firſt time recollected would be left 
Wholy in the power of a mother who 
made no ſecret of the unnatural averſion 

he had conceived for her,  _ 
Hie had until now taken but little notice 
of either of us; he had indeed now and 
then tranſiently admired the beautiful per- 
ſon of my ſiſter, or been amuſed for a 
- few minutes with my harmleſs prattle, but 
be had been too little at home, and too 
| 1 Ont Tg much 
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much abſorbed in pleaſure- to have but 
little leiſure, and leſs inclination, to at- 


tend much to us. Every thing now ap- 
peared in a different light, and a ſentiment 


of pity endeared me particularly to him; 
he repreſented to my mother in as mild 
terms as poſſible the injuſtice, the cruelty 


of her neglect: but had the pain to find 


his remonſtrances only the more enraged 


her __ me, and provoked her to add 


hard uſage to her diſregard. 


This haſtened my father in fixing a plan 
for his future life; and one day calling 
her into his cloſet, he painted in glowiag 
colours her imprudent, her ungenerous 
conduct; and making it plainly appear 
from the embarraſſed ſtate of his affairs, 
a total reformation in their manner of life 


abſolutely neceſſary, he acquainted her 
with his reſolution of ſelling the part of 


his eſtate in his power, his town houſe with 
its expenſive furniture, and retiring wholly 
into the country, endeavour to ſave a little 


money for his youngeſt girl, as he faw 
very plainly what ſhe had to truſt to from 


ſuch a mother's affection. 
My mother now with rage and Pod 
and now with fits and tears, endeavoured 


to ſhake his reſolution, - but in vain; her 


fooliſh, her ungenerous, her cruel beha- 
viour had entirely alienated his heart, and 
he told her in ſo many words that though 
35 he 
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he could not command the principal, the 
intereſt of her fortune was his during his 
life, as like wife her jointure, and he ſhould - 
diſpoſe of the income of both in the man- 
ner he thought moſt conducive to the 
Welfare of his family : her allowance for 
pin money was extravagantly large, if ſne 
thought it ſufficient to ſupport herſelf and 
favourite in town, ſhe was exceedingly 
welcome to continue there, in lodgings, 
or an houſe of her own chooſing ; as his 
reſolution was unalterable in felling his 
own, with all its appurtenances ; and he, 
with his poor neglected Maria, he doubted 
not, ſhould live mighty comfortably by 
"themſelves in the country. 9 
My mother, in ſpite of her ſpirit and 
obſtinacy, was obliged to yield to the 
arbitrary will of her poſitive lord: a wo- 
man of character as governeſs to teach us 
needle work, &c. was engaged, and my 
father ſoon found himſelf ſettled much to 
bis mind in his family manſion. | 
As this makes a conſiderable epocha in 
our little hiſtory, pardon my making a 
uſe here, and believe me my dear 
Louiſa's truly affectionate | 


MARIA BELVILLE, 
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Ni, Maria Belville io Miſs Louiſa Fernur. 


AJ father devoted himſelf in his re- 
nrement to the harmleſs amuſements . 
of the country; his garden, fiſhing, ſnoot- 
ing, and hunting, employed him without 
doors; reading, drawing, and muſic, 
in the two latter of which he excelled, 
were an inexhauſtible fund of amuſe+ 
ment within: to which he very ſoon added 
the care of my, education. I wag too 
young when he firſt ſettled in the country 
to be capable of profiting by his lectures; 

but my mother's harſh treatment, wha. 

= uſed me ſometimes very cruelly, for as ſhe 

* Thok'd upon me as the reaſon of my fa- 

ther's removing her ſo far from her darling 
Pleaſures, her averſion for me was conſi- 
derably increaſed, and, ſtrange as it m 
found, her child was become the object df 
her moſt inveterate hatred : this treat- 
ment, which increaſed my father's love in 
proportion to his ' pity, determined him. 
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gaãs he thought he diſcovered à docility of 
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temper and ſome quickneſs of apprehen- 
ſion in me, to take me under his own 
* 3 care, and inſpect and direct my education. 
Z My ſiſter, with a moſt exquiſitely beau- 
 tiful perſon, had a mind with every ca- 


"WM 
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pability of being formed into an excellent 
character ; but m my popr mother was the 7 
very reverſe of the induſtrious and deli- 4 
cately diſtinguiſhing bee, who“ from pots E 
ſonous herbs extracts the healing dew” 
ſhe has converted the beauties of her per- 
ſon into a poiſon for her mind; her un- 
derſtanding was directed to no other pur- 

| fuits than the adoring that perſon to the 
greateſt advantage; that perſon of whoſe 

beauties ſhe heard every day ſuch extra va- 

| gant encomiums, can we wonder that it 

as raiſed her vanity to the utmoſt excels, 

and that we find her degenerated into af- 
fectàtion and coquetry ? or that ſhe looks 

down with the utmoſt contempt upon her 
inferiors, when dreſs, fortune, and figure 1 
were pointed out to her as the only cri. 
terions of merit? my mother was WhOIlx 
inſenſible of that true dignity. which ſupe- 
riority of foul. alone confers-;| and knew 
no other method of diſtinguiſhing, herſelf, 
than by a ſplendid appearance, and haugh- 
tineſs of | behaviour. 

My ſiſter treated me at firſt with inſo- 
lence and contempt, more from example 
than real diſlike, or ill humour, for, on the 
contrary, ſne was naturally good humoured 
and well diſpoſed; but as we grew up, the 
advantages my father's method of educa- 
tion gave me over her, with the few ra- 

ii a. Kings that vide at our houſe, 
bl 7 
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 TransITION OP A Moment. 1g 
piqued my mother, who failed not to com- 


municate her ſentiments to her darling, 
and thus, envy with all the pungent pangs 


of that moſt painful, moſt diabolical of 
XZ paſſions, became early implanted in her 
XZ young breaſt... So far from looking upon 
my dear father with duty and reverence, 


'7 the was taught a pertnels of behaviour to 


him, which often hurt him much; and as 
my mother delighted to place his actions 
and manner in the moſt ridiculous and 
contemptible light, ſne of conſequence be- 


held them through the ſame medium. 


Poor girl! in return for the hatred and 


contempt ſhe often expreſſes for me, I 


feel no other ſentiment than pity riſe in 


9 my ſoul, and the ſincereſt. ſorrow for 
XZ talents, and a heart, ſo unfortunately 


Ihe firſt precept my father endeavoured 
to inculcate, Was a ſtrong ſenſe of the om- 


nipreſence of the Deity; as imagining a 


perſon with a firm conviction that ſhe is 
always in the preſenceof the King of Kings, 
XZ whole pure eyes not only are witneſs to 
her every action, but penetrate her moſt 
ſecret thoughts, will be uniformly. vir- 
tuous in her behaviour; and retain that 
Purity of heart, without which the moſt 
rigid outward deportment is but deteſtable - 
hypoeriſy, ., * Conſcious of his preſence - 
who made the worlds, how ſolicitous ought 
b 1 | We 


- we to be, ſaid the dear monitor, by adorns 
ing our minds with every virtue, to ap- 


_ attaining the exalted, the glorious appro» 


eternal felicity, and with groveling ſouls i 
bound our fooliſh wiſhes to the gaining, 


tion of the moſt frivolous and inſignificant 


ſiſtent with their intereſt or their reputa- 
tion; but which rage with redoubled 


fired. Or if this does not en; he 
who acts an unnatural part mu 


be, what the politic only wiſhes to fem; 
ſudden tranſport ſhould throw him off his 


2 


is » 
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pear beautiful in his fight} To be the 4 


admiration of angels, to be beloved by the 
eternal King of Heaven—What can the *: 
higheſt earthly ambition preſent to our 
wiſhes as an equivalent? Is it poſſible! 


can it be that we can neglect the means of 


bation, which inſures to us honour and 


and probably fail even in that, the atten- | * 


of , mortals ?” : 
In religion alone, My Maria, is true 
happineſs to be found: the politic and the 
worldly veil deep in their boſoms thoſe in- 
clinations and paſſions which are incon- 


Violence from the conftraint, and often 
like unruly beaſts burſt their chain, and 
diſcloſe themſelves to view when leaſt de- 


be in 
perpetual pain, as conſtant diſguiſe muſt 
be conſtant fear of detection. The reli- 
gious man exerts his utmoſt endeavours to 


and is under no apprehenſions that ſome 


guard, 
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 TranstTion of a MoàMENT. 15 
guard, and diſplay that heart which he 
wiſhes not to diſguiſe, but amend.” 

„ Whilſt others are torn by envy and 
jealouſy at another's ſuperior ſucceſs, at 
the diſplay of another's accompliſhments ; 
he rejoices at their welfare, he loves the 
perfections of human nature as reſembling 


the God he adores. He fears not the per- 


ſon of the moſt powerful, conſcious of the 
protection of that great Being to whom, 


the weak inhabitants of earth are but as the 


emmets beneath the foot of the traveller. 
Do misfortunes unlooked for overtake him, 


after the firſt ſighs which the infirmity of 
human nature heaves in his boſom, he 
looks upwards and recollects that infinite 
Z wiſdom and goodneſs holds the reins of 


government, and diſpoſes the moſt minute 


events: that the potion of the phyſician 
is often nauſeous, the corrections of the 
parent ſometimes ſevere; that ſatisfied with 


the judgment and good intentions of the 


one we ſubmit to his preſcriptions with 


chearfulneſs, and when a few years have 
matured our reaſon, look up to the other 
with thankfulneſs, for what, at the time, 


* occaſioned bitterneſs and tears: our view 
is bounded by the preſent moment, whilſt 


the keen glance of our Eternal Father takes 

in the whole chain, the mortal and immor- 

tal part of our exiſtence, and adapts ever. 

part to the benefit of that hole: — . 
"3; 6 as | of 
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fttheſe conſiderations, his hand the good 

man faſtens in the ſkies, and bids earth 

reel, nor heeds her idle whirl “. 1 

He is eaſy and ſatisfied in that ſtation 

in which it has pleaſed the Great Ruler of 

events to place him, and endeavours, to 

the utmoſt of his power, to acquit himſelf, 

— -faithfully and conſcientiouſly, in the diſ- 

charge of the duties of it. In proſperity, 7 

he is affable, humble, and benevolent; 

he regards his riches as intruſted to him 

for the benefit of his poor brethren, and 
diſtributes, with judgment and prudence, 

among them, what the thoughtleſs devote 

to their luxuries, or their luſts. Is he 

poor? he is patient and reſigned, and ac- 

quieſces, without a murmur, in the will 

of unerring witdom. Even in the moſt 

diſtreſſing, and moſt irreparable of all the 

misfortunes human nature is liable to, the = 

death of our deareſt friends, he has the cor- * 

dial hope to ſupport him, of meeting again 

in thoſe realms of never ending felicity, * 

where ſickneſs and death enter not. And 

his own death, the imagination of which 

appals the heart of the worldly, and chills * 

his ſoul with horror, is the higheſt triumph 

to the good man, the glorious crown f 

his victory.“ Sen Jet 1 

Thus did my father paint to me the fe- 

licity of the virtuous on this ſide the grave; 

and, he would add, that the good man 
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was not only the happieſt in himſelf, but 
the moſt agreeable to others, and, as the 
moſt perfectly eaſy, bade fair to be the 
moſt perfectly polite likewife ; tor, my 
dear, ſaid he, can he be aukward and em 
barraſſed in the preſence of the greateſt 
man upen the earth, when he is conſcious of 
always acting in the preſence of the King 
„ of Kings, whom he has at all times the 
. = liberty of addreſiing ? and, believe me, my 
dear, the precepts of the Goſpel are the 
1 . rules of true politeneſs; they forbid all 
* . arrogance of behaviour, and command the 
4 giving all due honour to others, but af- 
=  ſuming none; ſincerity and benevolence 
* dwellin the heart of that happy man, who 
walks by its divine inſtructions, and ſets 
upon his unclouded brow; his temper 
is ſerene, and unruffled by 'the infirmities 
and perverſeneſſes of others; he pities the 
frailties of human nature, but takes care 


J to keep untainted from its errors; in every 

„indifferent matter, he chearfully conforms. 
co the humours and deſires of thoſe about 
him; but in eſſentials, he is firm and im- 

8 moveable; yielding as the element, where 

| the henour of his God was not concerned; 

but ſteadfaſt as the rock of adamant, in the 

| duties of his faith.“ 

| Religion in women is peculiarly 


becoming, Maria, and renders even their 
. perſons more amiable, for benevolence, 
N humility, 


18 Tur RenconTRE; &, 9 
- humility, and meekneſs ſoftens the harſheſt 
1 features, attunes the voice to harmony; 
and the heart becomes a willing captive. to 
the heavenly influence of female goodneſs 
and piety.” — 
My duty to my mother, was the next 2? 
leflon the dear ſaint endeavoured to incul> ® 
cate ; it was indeed comprehended among 
the duties religion teaches, but required, 
with me, a ſeparate lecture, and, to own m 
the truth, was the moſt difficult leſſon i! 
learned; I was too ſenfible of her unme- * 
rited diſlike, and had a mind too tender 
and ſuſceptible not to be exceedingly hurt 
by it: but he made me comprehend, that 
no failure another makes in her duty, can 
excuſe the not performing ours. Beſides, 
my dear, he would add, conſidered in a 
mere worldly light, it would be highly im- 
politic to juſtify another's prejudices by an 
undutiful, or even by an ill humoured 
ſullen behaviour: do you always perform 
your duty, my dear girl, be always cheer- 
fully obedient to her commands; receive 
her reproofs with meekneſs, and humility; 
and 8 endeavour, to the utmoft of 
your power, to amend, what ſhe will find 
amiſs; the ſcrutinizing eye of envy and 
il-nature, will often copy faults overlook d 
by the fond, the indulgent parent; and 
thus, my dear, her diſlike to you may be 
of much greater ſervice than her fond par 


C 
ee 


4 
* = * A 
n * - 4 n — = 2 
* 1 a No en 2 >. hm —— vw) 
ret pear Te - " „ 4 Sn 
- — 44 K 4 —_ 


— 


4 yo A A * 7 
— tht BED a 


1 
—— — —— 
—— - [+ 
COL oY 

* 


2 * 
. 


hm es * _ 8 bm — ay 6-2 "= r - 
4 8 * » — 1 q i 
. T — 1 — 6 
— — * . 96 wh th, . a, . 4 n A 1 Fond 
Gs - I E — K . ]⅛ ꝶ e oa aon 
, 4 - 


* 
— 
— uns ene eG 


| TranzITION of a MomenT. 19 
tiality would have been, in rendering you 
the perfect character I ſo ardently with to 


ſee you. : > 
« With whatever i]-humour ſhe treats 
you, take unremitting care never to be diſ- 


UW? O — | 
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t compoſed yourſelf; you ſee the odiouſneſs 
- 'of ſuch a temper, and, beit your ſtudy to 
g * preſerve yours placid and ſerene. She has 
l, 3 Afuffered heril-nature, her prejudices, and 
n * paſſions, to take ſuch ſtrong root by eon- 
I ſtant indulgence, that it is not now in her 
- = own power to get the better of them: be- 
r => ware, from her example, of giving way to 
t > a tranſient fit of ill-humour, leaſt it ſhould, 
t as it certainly will, pave the way to an 
1 X# tHabitual il-temper. Good humour, and 
„ 2 benevolent diſpofition, will make people 
a of ordinary talents infinitely pleaſing ; a 
- cContrary temper renders the fineſt odious; 
Ve admire fine ſenſe and great accompliſh» 
] ments; we eſteem thoſe who do great and 
1 charitable actions; but the good-natured 
bs ſeizes our love, ſometimes without the aſ- 
. ſiſtance of another good quality. Let not 


this gem, my Maria, be wanting in your 
breaſt, for the ſake of your own happineſs; 
for to cheriſh a defire of needleſs contra- 
diction, of vexing, teizing, and mortifying 
thoſe about us, though began with trifling 
matters, lead, by inſenſible degrees, to the 
temper of a fiend. Much allowance muſt 
be made for the infirmity of human * 
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be never out of humour, therefore, at find- 
ing no one perfect, but be content to take 
human nature as you find it; and make 
all that kind allowance, for the infirmities 
and weakneſſes of thoſe with whom you 


converſe, or are connected with, you would 


wiſh they ſhould make for you. 
HgBehave to your mother, as near as you 
can, without fault, and let her deny you 


her love if ſhe can; at Maſt, you will have 


the happy conſciouſneſs of having deſerved 


it; but repine not at the want of it, or 


envy your ſiſter the poſſeſſion ; for what 
has ſhe gained by. fond indulgence, but to 
be inſolent, ſpiteful, and revengeful; vain, 
affected, and ridiculous ? Is ſhe happier 


than yourſelf ? ſhe is, indeed, finer dreſſed 


and more admired, by thoſe who flop at 
exterior perfections, but does ſhe enjoy 
that calm content, that beamy ſunſhine of 
the breaſt, that paſſions well regulated alone 


can give? did you never ſee her colour 
with indignation, .or ſwell with envy, at 
a2 finer gown, or the praiſes beſtowed on 


another's complexion ? the ſlighteſt con- 
tradiction puts her into a flame, and her 
happineſs, like the downy feather, is in the 
power of every breath of wind. But I fear, 
my love, my long lectures fatigue your 
Jpitits ; let me not load your memory, or 

5 oppreſs 


for, whatever attempts the beſt make at 
perfection, they mult fall infinitely ſhort, 
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TRANSITION OF A Moment. 2 
oppreſs and ſadden your heart; give me, 
my Maria, a ſong with your guitar, ang 
then we will take an airing on horſe back.“ 
Thus did this excellent parent daily in- 
fuſe the trueſt philoſophy into my foul, 
and ſweetly variegate the graveſt lectures, 
* with the moſt agreeable amuſements.—- 
Happy hours! irrecoverably flown! the 
=> delightful, the painful recollection affects 
me too much to proceed. Ever yours, 
MARIABELVILLI. 
LEFT IV. 
Miſs Maria Belville to M. iſs Louiſa Fermor. 


A MIDST theſe graver ſtudies, the 
more ornamental parts of edueation 
were not neglected; my father taught me 
French, Italian, Muſic, and Drawing; was 

particularly careful that I excelled in danc- 
ing, and indeed, very attentive te every 
part of my behaviour; © Your ſiſter, ſaid he, 
Maria, has ſtole all the beauty, be it your 
ſtudy to acquire the graces : the admira- 
tion excited by mere beauty, is ſhort-lived 
and ſoon fades upon the foul ; the graceful 
forever charms ; every action, every moves 
ment is intereſting.” | T 

Thus flew the firſt fifteen years of mp 
life, winged with happineſs. This dear. © 
parent, whoſe health had been greatly im- 


Paired 
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temperance and regularity, had prolonged 


me as he could; but alas! I ſaw it too 
T and the dreadful apprehenſion of 
oſing him, continually haunted my ima- 
gination like ſome horrible ghoſt. 7 
He ſaw my dejection, and my eyes often 
ſwelled with weeping, though 1 endea- 
youred as much as poſſible to conceal my 
gil, and many excellent arguments, 
rawn from the nobleſt ſources, the dear 
faint uſed to calm my ſoul. Alas! his 
words then loſt their uſual effect. My 
love, which had always been ardent, be- 
came every day Kit was poſſible, greater: 
{ could not bear to be a moment from 
him; every look, every word became 
doubly precious. {+ ö . 
In ſpite of the art of the phyſicians, he 
grew worſe every hour. A conſultation 
was called, more to humour my wiſhes, 
than from any hopes entertained of benefit 
From their aſſiſtance: they differed in their 
medicinal opinions, but were unanimous 
in one fats] ſentence, that, in all probabi- 
lity, a very few weeks would bound his 
earthly exiſtence. My mother was preſent, . 
When my father defired that, without flat- 
Ss BY» 14 | | | tery;,. 


& 


paired before he retired, but whoſe exack 


his life to a longer period than it could 
otherwiſe have known, began, about this 
time, viſibly to decline. He kept the 
knowledge of his ill health as much from 


| TrxansiTI0N,0F 4, MovznT. ag. 
tery, they would inform him how long 
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® they really thought he might live, and they 
pronounced the above on nion; ſhe ſeemed 
greatly affected, for ſhe had not before 


he world could ſuggeſt, he told it me. 
Though I had long feared the worſt, 
and the dreadful apprehenſion was for ever 
before me, till, now and then, 3 ray of 
hope would a little alleviate my grief. 
_Z what then were my feelings words are 
inadequate to deſcribe them——l fainted 
XZ away in his arms. What a ſcene enſued 
"Fon my recovery I—It is for ever engraven 
Fon my heart. 1 
At laſt, when every other argument 
failed, he called upon my fortitude, to 
enable him to ſupport himſelf; declared, 
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me, and leaving me ſo little reſigned to tke 
divine decree. That he had recommended 
me to my mother's tenderneſs, and had 
great hopes I might depend on her aſſuran- 
ces; and if he could ſee me calm and com- 1 
poſed, he ſhould leave the world not only. | 1 
with fortitude, but j Joy. 

The idea of rendering him eaſy, made 
me endeavour to aſſume a degree of calm 
meſs foreign to my heart, though I devoured 
my tears, ſuppreſſed my ſighs, and my 
heart was almoſt burſting with the effort. 

I never left him. What ſleep I did take 
was by his bedſide. Your good father, 
who was upon a viſit to our rector, who |: 
was taken exceedingly ill juſt upon the 
arrival of his agreeable and valuable viſi- 
tant, who, good naturedly, ſtaid with him 
till his recovery, and performed for him 
the duties of his function, often kindly © 4 
viſited us, and was often called upon to 
enforce by his arguments, thoſe which my 43 
father ſo ineffectually urged, to render me 
religned to the dreadful ſtroke \ we every 
day expected. 3 

When he awoke, the laft"nirnin g of 
his life, I ſaw a great alteration. in his 
- countenance, and his eyes, which had hi- 1 
therto retained their luſtre, looking dim and 
hollow. He took m hand, and framing | 1 
it tenderly towards h 
cede, My Maria, aid he, a few, a 21 
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few hours more, and leave it for ever: leave 
this fickly cumbrance of convulſed clay, 
for the realms of eternal light and glory. 
Extatic thought! happy hour! that ex- 
changes theſe pangs for everlaſting joy and 
| bliſs; why theſe tears and ſobs, my love? 


* 


* 
% 


XZ you ho ther I IE 
the bleſt releaſe. We ſhall ſeparate but 2 
"2 ſhort time——for what a trankent dream, 
| > a flitting ſhadow is life and then we 
„meet never again to part... - - _ + 
Remember, my Maria, what I have 
taken ſo much pains to inculcate, that 
even in this ſhort ſtage of your exiſtence, 
nothing can render you happy but a life 
hof reaſon and religion; it will make every: 
diſtreſſing circumſtance, - every unhappy 
occurrence ſit eaſy, and you will be ſupe- _ 
Frior to accident and misfortune. But in 

ſuch a moment as %. rapture brightened 
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2 
2 


p pauſtd a moment, and then proceeded 
ie Gracious Heaven, for af thy gifts I thank 


7 
L © 0 
; 


thee, but that thou broughteſt me ac- 
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quainted with fickneſs, with misfortunes, 
and diſtreſs, receive my moſt ardent thankſ- 
giving: but for hem what a wretch had 
I been at this moment! giddily, unheed- 
ful, dancing on the precipice of vanity and 


nn, my foot had flipped, and I had. plunged. 
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his eyes and animated his features, he _ 
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Let your mother be called, my loye; 
the has been my greateſt friend, and done 
mne the moſt eſſential ſervice; let me ſee 
your ſiſter likewiſe ; the dying admonitions 
of a friend, thoſe laſt, words, when unſuſ- 
pected truth and diſintereſtedneſs ſits upon 


mory in mdelible characters? 
They both came on the. ſummons; my 
ſiſter wept, my mother wrung her hands 
in ſilent anguiſh, he warmly recommended 
me to my mother's care, then taking an 
hand of each, I ſent for you both, ſaid 


he, to take a laſt, a long farewel, and 


muſt now prepare to meet my God; with 
rapture, with extacy I prepare to meet 
him; a few more tedious hours, and an- 
gels ſhall conduct me to the beatific viſion, 
2 the bleſſed realms of immortal life, and 
never ending bliſs. Lou look ſurpriſed, 
to find that matter of joy to me, which 
fills moſt people with — and dread; 
but my ſincere repentance for my 8 
ful follies and crimes, and the life o 


nocence and purpoſed rectitude in wi ich 


my latter days have paſſed, enables me to 
look up to my blefled Redeemer with 
hope, with joyful aſſurance; and, would 
you, my dear, N to encounter N awful 
event with equal confidence, oy a like: 
conduct, pom ach bly + ſting and 


terrors: 1 for the time muſt come to you 4 
we 


the lips, are generally wrote upon the Mey 
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| their ſpirits: humbled, and , with, ſing 
! convictions, no doubt, of the neceſſity of 
being virtuous and good. to be happy. 
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well as 
ſoon f nol 3, % Yon b nn 

Lock at me, Harriet, a time muſt 
come, my dear child, when, like me, the 
pale victim of pain and ſickneſs, you will 
* gaſping on the bed of death; at that 
awful hour, will it afford you conſolation; 


or joy, that your, perſon was the moſt ad- 


mired, that your, dreſs was the moſt ele- 
gant, or your fortune and equipage the 
moft ſplendid of all your acquaintance ? 


in the time of youth and health, what will 
be your. thoughts, your ſentiments in ſuch 
a moment as this; then will your life be 


innocent, de uſeful, : be virtuous 6 and, | 


conſequently. your death be happy——b 
had much more to ſay, but my ſtrength 


| ſeems exhauſted———I would be left to my 


repoſe,” 1 * 


334 
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q They retired, appreſſed with, grief, with 


- 
* 


ſincere 


then approached the bed, he took my 


7 


uplifted, fervent 


implored the bleſſing 


hand, and focbly graſping it, with eyes 
y 


of Heaven on me, Whilſt my heart was 


ſtrong emotions of my grief, whullt-I gazed 
on him with e7es expreſſive of the feelings 
of my ſoul. 


felled almoſt to burſting, to ſuppreſs the 


on C 2 and 


8 * "i 1900 1 „ #:& — | . . a * 
me, and Heaven alone knows hew. 


e then fell into a ſtarting 


a? > 


22 Taz Rexconras, of, 
and interrupted llumber, Abril which 
1 f myſelf in a violent flood of 
Pot ſoon he awoke; and apain 
eres ing my hand, he for ſoine time fixed 
aſping eyes on mine, then lifting them 
to Heaven, with a ſigh, he ſeemed to 
Breathe out his ſoul in ſtent prayer, Wo | 
then they were cloſed 7 ever. 


"7 80 ——1 can no more. 
©" ” 


t K Þ 0 8 1 * 
* Was am to my chamber, in a ſlate | : 
but little different from that of my dear N 
loft father; it was ſometime before I was | 
brought to myſelf, and many days before | 
my mind regainedany degree ofcompoſure. | 1 
My mether, on whoſe heart her dying 
huſband's admonitions had made ſome im- 
preſſion, condeſcended to ſoothe my forrow, E | 
and treated me wfth a true maternal ten- 
derneſs: even the giddy Harriet en- 
4 deavoured to alleviate my grief, and ſpent Þ 
| many hours in my 491 in tying to 
14 amuſe me. 4 
This unuſual terldethch had all i its effect, 
upon a mind ſuſceptible as mine; my hear | 
overflowed with gratitude, duty, and love; | J 
1 I made it my whole ſtudy to oblige them, 
1 and, by every little ſervice in my pose, 5 
= endeavoured to make ſome returns "6 their # / 
4 kindneſs; and, for a time, we lived in the 
þ greateſt harmony———Alas! this. halcyon | 


vas not laſting. er Th \| 
e 2 ough| 
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3 love-ſick girl. 3 
This was the ſtate of affairs, when you, 
my dear aa your viſit in our 
neighbourhood, 


tender profeſſions of friendſhip ! 


EY 
DI 
25 


He apply'd to my mo 


\ 
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Though I ayoided company as much oe 
Fenbeh as my mother , ſaw a gregt deal, 
I vas obliged. ſometimeꝶto appear, and had 


the misfortune to draw the attention of a 


„ 


entleman in the neighbourhood, of a con- 
derable fortune, upon whoſe heart Harriet 
had been ſome time 8 in vain. 

ther; bud my ſiſter, 

piqued at the preference, influenced her to 
give him ã poſitive refuſal.” This gave me 
no ſort of pain, as he was by no means a 
man I ſhould have choſen for an huſband ; 
you know him, it was Mr. Hanway; but 


my mother and ſiſter's behaviour, from 


the moment of his application, became to- 


tally changed towards me. I had no, ten- 
der father now to fly to from their ill- treat- 
ment; and ſtood in need of all my forti- 
tude, to ſupport me from ſinking into ab- 
ſolute deſpondency. My cheerfulneſs, 


5 . 


which had begun to revive, now again for- 


took me; hut melancholy they imputed 
to love, and made themſelves exceedingly 
merry with the pale 


5 
* 


. 


altered looks of the 


* 


2 
n * 


and bleſſed me with a 


more than ſiſterly affection. How ineffa- 
bly ſoothing to my melancholy, was your 
how flat- 
tering 
Fe, 


C 3 
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tering your ſolicitude to be made acquainte d 


with My ſorrows! I could not then unfold 
them to you. No you have them before 
vou. Adieu, my deareſt girl, my full 
heart can add no more. 
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TI dear Lodiſa, n feturn for my melan- 
chol 


4 
- 


invitation! With tranſport Thould I accept 
it, would my mother permit me, per- 


— 


bete is a manner of confe 
gations, my dear, which exceeding] 
"Iightens their load, in a mind not over 


grateful : ſuch a manner has no mat- 
ter ſuffice it to me, that my mother 


has granted my requeſt, and that I am per- 

mitted the happineſs of ſpenc ing one pre- 

cious month with you. Next M 

the morning is fair, I ſhall ſet out on hotſe- 

back, attended by one ſervant; but if it 
2 ba a 18 


* | 


1 TO ſoothing your friendly letter, my 
y pacquet] How obliging your kind | 


-haps ſhe will, Iwill this moment intreat ii. 
anner of confetritig obli- Þ 
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is not fair, expect me 22 97 till fe next file 


morning. 
I had an infinity of thing to yz dut 


will defer them ail 1 fee you, and arm, y | 


4 


"Tele Louiſa, ever yours, 


NAR 14 Bev ets. 
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3 5. Arnie Belville ta M if Ele Parker: 


H Eliza! ! ſuch an adventure laſt de 
at D. Aſſembly ! ſuch a glorious con- 
of Jam an inch or two taller than 1 
was yeſterday morning, 
T had luckily taken more than ording 
painsin my dreſs, yet I hardly knew why, 
as the conqueſts I was libely to make there 


were but paltry. But, I ſuppoſe, 4 de- 
lightful new Mieſtring might be the in- 


ducement, and a ſweet one f is; — pink; 
winch you know is particularly 

to my complexion, with very ſtnalt ler 

ſprigs: pearls in my neck and hair, 'Which 
I wore, without powder to'ſhew, them the 

"brides which * 45 however, full light 

e them ſeen to mucli advantage ; 


0 


Maria's dark hair, 1 am afraid, *exctls 


mine,. no matter, it is the only thing 
C 4 J bave 


a 


re, 


32 Far RENT OTA or, 
I have the vanity to think ſhe excels me 
in, what think you, Eliza? But this is 


die to have me come to the point. 
Thus adorned, my heart bent on con- 


the full blaze of beauty. Though I was 

no new object to moſt of them, yet was all 
eyes turned upon me; for I was, as J in- 
tended to be, rather of the lateſt; and I 
read ſpite and enyy in the eyes of the wo- 
men, and the moſt flattering admiration 1 in 
thoſe of the men. 
I ſwam to my ſeat, and was inflantly 
- furrounded by a croud of beaux——horrid 
_ creatures by the bye——who poured ſuch 
- an inundation of flattery and nonſenſe, on 

my eyes, complexion, &c. &c. &c. that, 
feet as the ſoft breath of adulation is to 
the female ear, I was half ſick of their 
fulſome compliments. 

A truce, Gentlemen, 1 beg, aid l, 3 
abſolutely out of breath at the wonderful 
things you tell me; but I did not corne here 
. to fit a filent ſtatue for admiration ; let me 
talk a little in my turn; or have you en- 


to hedge in a word? 


for pity's ſake, I would remain ſilent, for, 


5 to the irreſiſtible beautics of my ae 
added 


14 
% © 


. 
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- 

4 
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trifling with your curioſity, as I know you 


queſt, I burſt into the Aſſembly-room, in 


. tered into a conſpiracy. not to permit me 


One of the perteſt among them 8 | 
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1 added that of my wit, they were all ir- 
recoverably loſt. 

Pho, pho, - replied J, you are all ſafe 
enough; love is but an imaginary deity, 
and is power extends but over ſome hero 
in romance. 

In that inftant the little god, as if inre- 
venge for denying his. power, conveyed 
one of his keeneſt arrows in a bewitching 

lance from a pair of the fineſt blue eyes 
F had ever till that moment ſeen, that my 
heart being wholly unguarded to the attack, 
in it went up to. the very feathers, and 
there it ſticks; and I am afraid ever wilf: 
it is a barbed arrow, Eliza, and Ican ne- 
ver have reſolution to draw it. 

Mean While this furious aflailant at a 
reſpectful diſtance kept up ſuch a conti- 
nual diſcharge of fan af ſhot from thoſe 
aforeſaid” divine blue eyes of his that my 
heart reſembled—not.the man in the alma- 
nack, that is a trite compariſon ; but did 
you never ſee a little lump of blanc mange 
with two currants by way of eyes, and 


ſtuck all over with flips of almonds to 


make it reſemble that ſweet pretty crea- 


ture a hedge hog ?—lt refernbled my heart 
much more. NY 


I whiſpered SY old lady, 'wha far near 


me to know who he was; and ſhe informed 
me that he was Lord Frederick Alſton, onfy- 
I fon to the Earl of Bellmour; the knowlage 


S - of 
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of Eis quality redvubled ed my "with to  enilive 
him, and I played off a few airsand graces, 
which {cemed to have the deſited Effect; ; he 
came.bowing towards me, and jntreated t the 
honour of i my hand forthe: evening; Juckif: 
I wasnot engaged, ng! IOW MAY. guely my 
anſwer.  ' 
He dantes qivinely; ſuch a perſon ! 11 
am diſtracted, Eliza, to have you ſee him; 
yet take caie "of your heart, child ;, he is a 
dangerous object. He chatted upon a thou- 
ſand ſubje dds ſo Wies fo degagee Vole 
his bewitching eyes to told me he moſt fla 
tering, tender, _ 3 
He is in mourning for his mother who 1 


is lately dead; he was upon his travels, and 
was ſent for home at her deſire to take laſt 3 
embrace. He looks about cee 5 
tall, and, no effeminate beauty. A 
Thus you ſee, El:za, I have delivered u up 1 
my heart at the d ſcretion of the conqueror, 
without one ſingle article of capitulation: 
though if there is truth in eyes, tender fighs 7 
and ſoft preſſures of the hand, I think 1 
need not feat a feturn. — 
I went to the Aſſembly with Mrs Ben- © | 
net. l tell you things without any fort 
of order—for my mother is rather ind! Ie. ; 
Fd, and Maria is upon a viſit to Pf. er- | 
anor's; by the by ſince Hanway's affair I | 
Have not been very fond of having that irt | 


with me: et wh for one man's 
* ” 8 oddity | 


in his Tenſes: can-prefer'her to me. 


Taxxsrvron or a Mor. g 
oddity ſhould I fear her as a rival? no man 


I ſit now in expectation of my charming 
rtner, whom I every moment expect. 1 
ve ſpared no pains in my difhabille, ' and 
i” to ſecure my; conquelt. . Inſtantliy lot 
me have a letter of congratulation. 
Stop I thought I heard a chariot 
tis he— 7 he nen he — _y my 
comes.“ Adieu. 
* * * * * * * * * * 40 
Again I reſume the pen to tell you what 
* delightful- viſit I hive had from this 
charming fellow: my mother is quite n 
raptures Wich him; and if ſhe had been a 
few years younger, would I dare ſay, hade 


had a trial of ſkill with me for his Heart; 


the recollects an acquaintance with the H- 
ther, whom I have a notion the uſecł to flſtt 
formerly with, and we are to be all ſonelgfl- 
bourly; old friendſhips renewed, andall that 
—whoknows but my mother may beacoum- 
teſs from my acquaintance witli the ſoſ; 
Lord Frederick ee elegant 
pearance of the houſe, and my mother 


[ 
obligingneſs led him all over it. In the li- 


brary are ſome miniature drawings in cray- 
ons by Maria, which my father, good man, 


uſed to prize as jewels of great price; theſe 
his Lordſhip took great notice of, and la- 
viſned upon them very extravagant enco- 
talums, I looked _ him; methought,in 

that 


36 
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that moment he was not half ſo handſome 
as he appeared before; perhaps he thought 
he ought to praiſe them becauſe they were 
done by a ſiſter of mine: in this however 
his Lordſhip is miſtaken; I could very well 
have ſpared his panegyrick on her. 
By ſome well placed compliments, he re- 
gained all his advantages; and at my mo= 
ther's requeſt ſtayed to dinner: after which 
'+ the good lady very good naturedly upon 
"tome pretence leaving us alone, his Lord- 
ſhip made a very explicit declaration of his 
paſſion; which I, like a prudent good girl, 
referred to the confideration of Mamma. 
He immediately ſought her qt, and had 
no occaſion for much rhetoric to perſuade 
her to approve his viſits, provided they had 
the approbation of his father. | For this he 
Engaged, and I have a delightful proſpect 
Defore nm. 77 


Once more, I fay, I expect your congra- 
. tulation on this important conqueſt; ſure 
you might come to me; your aunt is not 
0 ill, but you might leave her a few hours. 
Believe me my dear Eliza, yours ſincerely, 


HanRIET BRLVIIIX. 
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Ler- T r N I 7 
Lord Frederick Alfton, to Charles Seymou?, Eq: 
* HAT a lazy fellow thou art, Char- 


les! not a ſingle line have I received, 

in return for the enormous pacquet J ſent 
thee. Yet ſtill Imuſt write on, for I have 
to thee, a woman's pleaſure in communi- 
cating a ſecret, and my heart has under- 


. 
d, Fx e e 0, wh 9 ne 3 


3 


n 


2 


gone a ſtrange change lately. 55 
a Since m y laſt, 8 oh ſcene, ' and 
remove from objects which continually re- 
minded us of our recent, irreparable loſs , 
my father, and your friend, left Bellmour 
place, and took poſſeſſion of a newly pur- 
chaſed eftate in L—ſhire, upon which is a 
very tolerable houſe, -- * eee 
Whilſt my father was planning ſome 
alterations with his ſteward, to divert my 
chagrin for a few hours; I went to an Aſ- 
ſembly, which was held about twelve miles 
off at the county town ; little imagining 
that a heart, which had come off unhurt, 
from the attacks of the ſprightly Pariſian, 
and ſoft Venetian, ſhould find its enſlaver in 
ſuch an obſcure place. Faith, Charles, I 
begin to have ſome belief in old ſayings, 

Marrying and Hanging, thou knoweſt—— 
no reſiſting deſtiny. But ſuch beauty, my 
friend, never pefore met my eyes: Fea- 
N | * 
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ſaw ſo finiſhed a figure She is à Miſs Bel- 
T hang fortune, if I get but the woman. 


1 0 8 * = 
* = * . l 
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tures | Complexion ! Form Il never 
ville, a very conſiderable fortune, it feems, 


by ſhe was not engaged, and I 
had the en her hand fot he 7 


As 1 have no reſerves with my rather, 
whe ardently wiſhes to fee me ſettled, as 
the phraſe is, he was delighted with the 
incident; and, provided | like her as much 
at the ſecond view as I did at the firſt; a- 3 
ſures me of his hearty concurrence. -- 5 
Not to loſe any time, for ſuch a fine 
creature muſt have an army of adorers, I *! 


poſted off the moment I had hreakfaſted, 
next morning, for ſhe lives about ten miles 


from us, and, by the luckieſt incident in 


the world, was gerſechy made aequninted = 


with my charmer's character. 

As I went along, Ifound myſelf exceet.- 
ingly thirſty, a very unuſual thing with 
me, and ſtopt at boy. cottage, by the way 
ſide, to beg a little milk and water; it was 
inhabited, I found, by a widow: and two 

or three ſmall children. The houſe, was 
neatneſs itſelf; and every thing about the © 7 
r. woman, wore ſuch anair of emen F 


| and content, ↄthat I could not help congra 


tulating her, on the comfortable life ſhe 1 
emed to live im her little 0 21 O 
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Ari or Kleetür. 95 
Thdeed, Tad ſnle, Str, Ido Hive very" com- 
rtably, ' thitiks to ty heavenly bene⸗ 
Tactrels. 
; Wo is ybiur denefletteß $664 wbmndn> 
fald I. Mifs'Belville, Sir, 3 my 
eart bounded at the Lou ' know 
ils Belville, chen? ſaid J. 
Ves Sir, do Kno\v: Her, tank God, 


and ig does every poor perſon in the = 


Tith 

The 650 creature then began the pa 

pies her benefakrrels, elch ale 

omiſe ſpeedy concluſion; in which ſh 
ttowded every good quality that adorns 
human nature, atid which, if I had not been 
Haſtening to the faid youti; g lady,.to tender 
her in el atid fortime, ſhe might have 
continued uninterru d. wb this time: 


but delays are always dangerbus; ; the good 
© 


woman had new-edged.my wiſhes, tolerably 
ardent before; 1 erde her for her "4 


titude, and left her as happy as ſhe had 


. 


made me; by infortning me, that the mind 
of my charmer was as Beautiful as het per- 
ſon; for wholly abſorbed in the tranſcend- 
ent charms of the otic; I had not before one 
mom nt thought of the other, though of 
ſome conſequence in a wife thou knoweſt, 
Charles. 

found the angelic creature, if poſſible, 
more lovely than the night before : ſhe and 
ber niother received me with the moſt per- 


fect 
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after dinner, having an opportunity of be- 


ing alone with my charmer; I threw my 


elf at her feet, and made her a very con- 
eiſe declaration of my paſſion. She heard 


"I 


me with complacence, and very prudentl 
referred me to her mother, 1 flew Et; pd 
out the old, Lady, who, provided my fa- 
ther approved the mattter, I find has no 
violent objections to my viliting her daugh- 
ter. | | | 1 


4 IERES f 111 iS e «ft 
lim I preſented to them both, next day. 


In ſhort, ſettlements are adjuſted, and all 
that; and as ſoon as the curſed dilator 
lawyers have finiſhed their, matters, I ſha 


poſſeſs the fineſt woman in the world. She 


has a fiſter, it ſeems, a Maria Belville, 
whom Ihave not yet ſeen; but the mother 
informs me, ſhe is a very difterent woman 
from Harriet. This I am ſure of, that no 
human being can ſurpaſs her. 
Adieu Charles. I am ſighing to wear 
that nooſe, for which I have fo often ridi- 


* 


culed you, ſo variable is the human heart. 


F FREDERICK Als rox. 


1 % . 
J Ld 


Ne 


N I 


TxANSITION OF A MOMENT. 4 | 
r 
Lord Frederick Alton, to Charles Seymour, EG. 


FU HIS Maria Belville, is really a very 
lovely girl. 1 found her very different 
from the picture I had formed of her, in my 
imagination, from the ſiſter's, and mother's 
deſcription. | 1 S 
I was chatting with them, this afternoon, 
when ſhe entered in a very genteel riding 
dreſs, which became her infinitely ; her 
hair, which is remarkably fine, of a dark 
cheſnut, was ſhewn to advantage by her 
little grey beaver ; her complexion, which 
does not ſeem to want rouge, was heigh- 
tened by riding and the warmth of the 
weather, into the moſt beautiful glow I 
ever ſaw ; her whole figure, which is indeed 
rather too ſmall, is elegance itſelf z and her 
face, though in ſymmetry of features it 
falls infinitely ſhort of her ſiſter's, is ren- 
dered more- intereſting from an expreſſion 
of ſenſe, vivacity, and good humour. Her 
eyes, I think, are the fineſt | ever ſaw, 
black, ſparkling, and expreſſive. 1 
She entered with inimitable grace, ap- 
. Proached her mother, with an air of reve- 
Tence and awe, who coldly ſaluted her 
cheek, She then turned to her ſiſter, and 
with a look of affection, took her hand, and 
i _ enquip 


MS +* 
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enquired after her health. Harriet with- 
drew her hand, with an air of fcorn, and 
the moſt chilling look, and ſcarcely vouch- 
ſafed a reply. J dr onan 
She then, with graceful eaſe, addreſt her- 
ſelf to me, we quickly fell into converfa- WM. 
tion, in which, after ſome minutes ſullen 
lence, Harriet and her mother joined. 
Maria happening to mention her father, 
whoſe favourite 1 find the was, as Harriet 
is evidently her mother's ; Mrs. Belville, 
catcht at the word © your father!” and with 
a countenance inflamed with anger, ſaid, | 
you may think yourſelf happy, child, that 
he is not now alive; to be a witneſs to 
your undutiful, your unworthy behaviour, 
which is likely to be a diſgrace to the edu- 
cation he gave you.“ ee : 
A diſgrace! repeated Maria, with a a 
look of aſtoniſhment, I know not what you 'F . 
e .0 
" Oh, when we are alone, replied the other, 
I, dall explain myſelf more fully, * 
„ Whatever it is, my dear Madam, ſaid 
pi with great earneſtneſs, the amiable girl; 1 
| intreat you will explain yourfelf before 
this gentleman, who has heard me accuſed 
of undutifulneſs and unworthineſs, tflat he 
may not think I ſhall diſgrace the family | 
he is going to be allied to. : 
There is no occaſion to trouble Lord 
Frederick, with family bickerings, replied 
Mrs. Belville ; but ſince you urge the 15 
: er 
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ter with ſo much ſaucy freedom, ns 
well that 1 for bade SO ever f. Ling N 
Hanway again, yet in 'oppoition. to * 
6 ſs co tands, you have received his 
its, anſwered his letters. 

Pardon my interrupting you maden, 
faid Mafia; but when'you'commanded me 
not to ſee him, 1 did not underſtand you 
in the fitict and literal ſenſe of the word ; 
for then I muſt have diſcontinued viſiting 
every perſon in the neighbourhood, as he 
viſits with freedom every family we do: 
but by not ſeeing him, I underſtood, not 
ſeeing him as a lover; not encouraging his 
addreſſes, which I declare upon my honour. 

Then you did not ſee him at Miſs Fer- 
mots as a lover, drawled out Harriet, 
interrupting her, though he viſited there 
almoſt every day? you well-read people 
have nice diftinftions! _' 

Indeed I did not, fiſter, he viſited there 
often, it is true; but i It Was not for me fo 
dire& Miſs Fermor in the choice of her 
company. I had no buſineſs; it would 
have appeared inſufferably vain and fooliſh 
in me to place his viſits to my account; 
and I defy the moſt, malicious perverter of 
"words, to conſtrue my converſations with 
him into encouragement of his addreſſes. 
Hut you received maby letters from ys 
Miſs, ſaid. Mrs. Belville, | 

I'did, Madam, and returned hari back 
uncpened. Had 1 thought Mr. 2 
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the moſt amiable man on earth, your com- 
mands, Madam, would have. determined me 
to give him up: but I declare, Nane 
think him a very worthy man, he 18 ſo | it- 
tle to my taſte, that, on the contrary, had 
you approved his addreſſes, and command- 
ed me to marry him, I ſhould have obeyed 
you with infinite reluctance; fo that where 
duty and inclinations ſo ſtrongly coincide, 
it is very improbable I ſhould be di obe- 
dient. But at the ſame time that I utterly 
_ diſcourage his hopes as a lover, is it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary I ſhould treat him with i in- 
civility and rudeneſs? ſurely, added ſhe, 
ſmiling, politeneſs at leaſt is due to the 
man, who, prefering me to others infinitely 
more worthy, generouſly. offers me bis 
heart, and a ſplendid fortune. 
Harriet coloured: the mother called 
il her pert and conceited; and deſired, that 
| for the future, ſhe would | allow ker to di- 
1 rect the manner of her behaviour; ſor ſure, 
Vith her knowledge of the world, ſhe Was 
| as good a judge o delicacy and propriety, 
[ as any Miſs of ſeventeen. 
=_— The amiable girl, to this foolifh ſpe ech 
replied with an air of great reſpect; * that 
if ſhe had either diſobeyed, or offended, it 
was from aſap rehenſion alone, and not 
perverſeneſs; that ſhe was , exceedingly 
* and are: her pardon. | 
The entrance of a ſervant, with the, tea 
| equipage, put an end to this curious con- 
verſation, 


wh  - 
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= 1 77 Which diſcovered” my adorable 
mare 1 ſpiteful and malicious: 
e mother too, had exhibited herſelf in 
q e a new light. | | 
3 - Maria was commanded, rather than de- 
ſired, to pour out the tea, which , ſhe did 
with reat eaſe and chearfulneſs: but Mis. 
Belviſſe, ſeemed determined to mortify her, 
though her other attempt had proved in- 
effectual: after looking at her for ſome time, 
I do verily think with envy and ſpite at the 
exceeding "rope appearance ſhe made, 
Lord, child, ſhe cried, how immode- | 
rately fat you are grown!” 
Do you think ſo, Madam ſhe replied | 
= witha ſmile. _ | 
Yes, indeed, I do—out of all form and 
ſhape; and your face too, what a fright- 
ful colour! the Br. daub of a country; 
milk maid! bps £ 
Then, Madam, ſaid the, band her tea | 
with great compoſure ; were J in France, it 
Would fave the expence of rouge. 
| No, child; rouge is quite another colour, 
l aſſure you. | 
Ic could not help joining in this opinion, 
and ſaying, no art in the univerſe could, in 
any manner, equal the beautiful paintings 
of health and youth. 
To this, Mrs. Belville replied, with atoſg 
of the head, that ſome people's taſte was exe 
ceeding] y.9dd: but, added ſhe, cooling her 
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Wer e afro goth, Marina 1, 
never ſaw any. body mpre altered for the; 
worle, in ſo ſhort a tume ; if you do not. 
take more care of yourſelf,” you. will gra- 
a fright, and I ſhall be quite aſham'd 
SOUL... a wet 14 $574 2 118 1171 
_ 1: ſhould be ſprty, Madam, replied the 
ſweet. girl, with a ſmile,” you ſhould be 
D of me for what is not in my po] 
er to help. Harriet is too exquiſitely 
handſome. to need à foil, or I ſhould an- 
ſwer that purpaſe exceedingly well; but, 
added ſhe, though I imagined it impoſlible 
her beauty could, have received any im- 
Provement, yet I do think her, in the time, 
as much altered for the better, as you, Ma- 
dam think I am changed for the worſe.” 
This well-timed compliment, put us all 
into tolerable temper again; and as my fa» | 
ther expected ſome company, I left them, 
complacepey x Hartjet's manner ta her ſiſter, 
diſguſted me much ; I haye thought of little, 
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Mi Maria Belville to Ms Louiſa Fermors 


*IT> E PT, my deareſt girl, my. pate | 
ek acknowledgments for the 
many appy hours you have added to my 
life. How much am I indebted to your 
friendſhip and polite attention! did I ever, 
think two months of. felicity would have 
fallen tomy ſhare? Ales, they are gone] the 
Joyous hours are glided from me for ever, 
and nothing remains, but their pleaſing re- 
membrance. Had my mind been at caſe 
my ride home, had been a oſt delightful 
one: but the birds ſung unheard, the 
flowers bloomed unſeen, the verdant lawn, 
the embowering ſhade alike unheeded, and 
abſorbed in my own diſagreeable reflections, 
I was inſenſible to the. Variety of enchant- 
ingſcenes around. So abſent was I, that 1 
ſtarted when the ſervant opened the gate 
of the court-yard—ſurprized to find myſelf | 
at home. | 18 
My reception was the ſame as uſual 
cool. Why am always hurt at what; 
have all my life-time been uſed to? at 
why dig: I feel ſo acutely at that moment? 
Was it that I had been treated by the dear 
friends I had left, with ſuch unmerited 
Wim and attention, that it had added 


new 
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new ſoftneſs to the natural ſenſibility of my 
ney * Ore e 
Ny ſiſter's new lover was with her, whom 
we heard of, Lord Frederick Alſton, who is 
a moſt graceful figure of a man indeed, and 
his mind ſeems as accompliſhed as his 
perſon is charming: My ſiſter appears with 
ul reaſon delighted with her conqueſt. 
he has hitherto been much better humour- 
ed to me than common; and her beauty 
F think is increaſing with her ſelf-ſatisfac- 
tion. They will be a lovely couple; he is, 
I muſt repeat, a moſt amiable man; and 
Harriet ought to think her ſelf happy in 
1 by ſuch a one. 
Adieu, my deareſt Louiſa, and believe 
me moſt gratefully and affeCtionately yours, 
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Miſs Maria Belville w Miſs Louiſa Fermor; 
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U chide me; my deareft Louiſa, for 
not writing. Alas! I have no entertain- 
ing ſubjects for my pen; and why ſhould I, 
by my melancholy, ſadden the mind of my 
kriend. My letters would inſenſibly ſlide 
into the diſagreeable ſtile of complaint; | 
V 
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might be tempted: perhaps to arraign the 
conduct ofla mother, and condemn a par- 
tiality which imbitters my life, I think I 
ought not I will not complain our loves 
and averſions are in voluntary the impulſe 
of nature not the dictates of reaſon—Rea- 
ſon bids us eſteem, revere, and honour ; 
but love has its birth, from certain agre- 
ments an undefined ſympathy of ſoul—2 
thouſand nameleſs ſomethings, which play 
about the heart, and take it by an agreea- 
ble caprice. Ought I then to blame my 
mother, for an averſion, which is not per- 
haps in her power to refift ?—which began 
with my life, and which, alas! will pro» 
bably end but with it? 1 lament it as a 
mis fortune; but let no bitter reflections on 
the ſacred, maternal character burſt from 
my lips, or flow from my pen. 
Indeed, when I conſider ſeriouſly, my 
loſs, J find, has been but little my gain 
great. To my mother's neglect, am I in- 
debted for my father's attention; and loth 
{hould I be to exchange his invaluable 
precepts, for Harriet's ſuperficial accom- 
pliſnments. I have been taught patience, 
humility, and benevolence ;—what then 
would this way ward ſighing heart? would 
it forego. ſolid. advantages; virtues of cter- 
nal moment, which flouriſhonly in the cy- 
preſs ſhade of affliction; for kind looks, en- 
couraging ſmiles, and gentle anſwers? 1 

D ought 


- 
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ou PP to be ſatisfied that is too cold a 
M4. Fol; pp be thankful, ' that I have not, 
by an ill. judged fondneſs, by an unlimited 
indulgence of all my paſſions, been render- 
ed vain, capricious and envious pain- 
ful 1 N if I may Judge of them oa 
their effects: 

. My part, indeed, under the ecu of 
one of Harriet's temper, is difficult enough 
to ſupport, for under her controul I am; 
my mother is wholly governed by her 
whims, ſees with her eyes, and reſents with 
Her paſſions. If I aim at any excellencies, 
the effort is the ſubject of ridicule ; if our 
viſitants make me any compliment, it is 
tauntingly repeated a month afterwards ; if 
J am grave, lam ſullen; if gay, pert. 

TI own, ſometimes this treatment. frety 
me more than it ought; but, in general, 
awakens more pity than reſentment i in my 
breaſt, and it grieves me to ſec her mind 
the ſport of paſſion and caprice. She does 
ſometimes vex me, but conſtantly torments 
herſelf; and is, with the fineſt perſon in the 
world and an affluent fortune, one of the 
moſt miſerable of human beings. 

The preſence of Lord Frederick, who is 
2 — viſitor is ſome reſtraint upon 
her ill humour; but ſhe makes me ſuffer, 
when he is gone, for the polite attentions 
his good nature pays me; her petulance | 
has not indeed broke out before him in 
{ be words, | 


e wa W,. 


ing right will be my ſupport. Adieu, my 
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words, but frequently fluſhes in her cheek 


and ſparkles in her eye: ſhe treats me, bee 
fore him, with a kind of ſarcaſtic ſneer, 
end an air of contempt. My mother, you 
know could never hide her diſlike ; it ſtrikes 
every ſtranger, and. his Lordſhip, often 
looks at me with an eye of pity, when ſhe 
is very unkind. _ 8 0 ME nd 

J always reply with humility, when I 
cannot keep ſilence, without imputafion of 
ſullenneſs; and if I find my temper riſing, 
leave the room, upon the firſt decent pre- 
tence ; for never will I be provoked to 4 
ſaucy, or infolent anſwer. She is my - 
ther intitled by that ſacred name, to 
all my reverence ; and never can her want 
of affection which I look upon as an 
unhappy prejudice ſhe cannot ſurmount, 
abſolve me from performing my duty. If 
I have not her affection, I will atleaft try to 
deſerve it ; and who knows but in time 
my perſeverance may conquer ? Should I 
not be ſucceſsful, the conſciouſneſs of act- 


« 


dearelt friend; may you ever be happy, 
= the' raves or your <0 Oc 0 OY 
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rern 1 
e Frederick Allan, to Charles Seymour, E.. 


11S Maria, is a divine girl ; why has 
not her ſifter that bewitching vivacity, 
that inchanting ſweetneſs, thoſe thouſand 
unſpeakable graces, which render her moſt 
trivial words and actions intereſting? 
But ſhe would then be too charming. Pro- 
vidence has dilttibuted its gifts to the ſexy 
more equally than we, at firſt ſight, ima- 


gine; ſome are bleſſed with beauty, with- 


out underſtanding; ſome underſtanding 
without beauty ; ſome with riches, as an 
equivalent for both ; but wit, beauty, ſenſe, 


and riches united, is—_——a divinity 1 


never beheld. 1 T9707 1517+ 
Not that I would have you imagine, 
though ſhe is much inferior to her ſiſter in 
the beauties of her perſon, that Maria is, 
by any means, a plain girl; her features 
are ſmall, her complexion good, with beau- 
| tiful teeth and hair, and the fineſt, and 
moſt expreſſive eyes in the world I be- 
lieve J gave you her picture before no 
matter; yet was her face downright ugly, 


the elegance of her form, and the grace of | 
her manner, muſt always make her an in- 


tereſting object. 
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'The lawyers are at work, and things go 
on ſwimmingly; but I do not know 
how it is, Charles, I cannot ſay | feel 
myſelf ſo tranſporied, as the near proſpect 
of my happineſs with Harriet would have 
made me a month ago,—lI do not like her 
temper, ſhe treats her ſiſter with infolence 
and ill humour, which the other bears with 
the moſt unruffled ſweetneſs I wiſh I 
had not been fo | precipitant; you have 
often told me, my impatient temper would 
be its own puniſhment ; how didſt thou 
attain the ſpirit of prophecy, Charles ? for 
I have certainly gone too far to recede with 
honour; and ſhall be puniſhed for my 
haſty choice with a vengeance. My Fas 
tzer's heart is warmly in the match, and 
1s laviſh in his encomiums of Harriet ; but 
he has not yet ſeen Maria; as he went a day 
or two, before ſhe came home to his ſeat, 
in B—ſhire, u upon ſome buſineſs, and is 
on yet returned, but! expect him in a few 

ays. 
Poor girl] it ſhovks me to ſee the mans 
ner in which her mother treats her; for as 
l am looked upon as one of the family, ſhe 
does not attempt to diſſemble her diſlike; 
I Harriet had a grain of good nature, ſhe 
would endeavour to ſoften her mother's 
harſhneſs; or if ſhe found her efforts to do 
= fo ineffectual, would, by the tenderneſs of 
her own manner, try in ſome meaſure to 
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compenſate for it; but on the contrar y 
for I can ſee through the flimſy veil ſhe en- 
deayours to ſhroud her malignance in; 
the warmth of her temper, makes her but 
an ill diſſembler——her aim is rather to 
heighten, than alleviate her mother's ill - 
humour. | 

I am utterly at a loſs, ſometimes, how to 
them. Mrs. Belville and 
Harriet affect to treat Maria's refined ſenſe 
as romantic flight and abſurdity : and look 
at me, when they have vented fome fooliſh, 
ilEnatured ſarcaſm, as if they expected my 
approbation. I always endeavour, by ſome 
unmeaning pleaſantry, to give a turn to 
the converſation ; but am ſcarcely able to 
conceal my contempt. How ſhe (ſupports 
it as ſhedoes, is aſtoniſhing ; to her mother, 
her manner is humility itſelf; ſhe receives 
her bitter taunts, as friendly reproofs ; and 
though I have frequently ſeen her ſenſi- 
bility wounded, and the ſilent tear ſwelling 
in her eye, never have I ſeen anger or re 
ſentment fluſh on her cheek, or dictate one 
peeviſh —_— To her lifter ſhe aſſumes 
a greater freedom of behaviour; an eaſy, 
playful condefcenfion, which has dignity 
in lit; appears to look upon her il|-nature 


with pity, and turns off her pointed ſar- 
caſms with ſome mild reply or good- 


Natured pleaſantry. Of 
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wv day: Maria "Tits a "beautiful lttle 
ſpaniel, , which was a favourite of her fa- 
ther's, and for that reaſon, ſhe is exceed- 
ingly fond of it; but it is very ſeldom ſuf- 
— to make its appearance in the parlour, 
becauſe the ſame. reaſon which occaſions 
her fondneſs, renders it the ave; ſion of her 
mother and Harriet. Maria had bzen tak- 
ing a walk, and this little animal with her 
it followed her, without her perceiving it, 
into the room where we were all fitting, 
and inſtantly jumping into; Harriet's lap, 
ore a fine apron which The had on. 

She threw the creature from her with a 
viglepon which ſet it ſcreaming; and, with 
the voice and air of a fury, inſiſted that it 
ſhould be immediately hanged ; abuſed her 
ſiſter's fondneſs for it, enumerated the Ar 
miſchievous tricks it had played her; 
again, on the footman's appearance, 4 — 
the furious ringing of the bell, inſiſted up” 

on his immediately diſpatching it, 
The mother was as violent as the daugh- 
= ter, and an immediate execution would 
S have followed this haſty judgment, in ſpite 
of Maria's gentle remonſtrances and pro- 
miſes it ſhould no more offend, enforced 
with a flow of tears which ſhe was unable 
to repreſs, had I not taken upon my ſelf the 
office of mediator, and begged of Maria to 
_- me, and Mrs. Belville's permiſſion to 
17 FL recelve, 
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receive, the innocent author of all this up 


rear. 
This interpoſition, 1 ſaw, diſpleaſed Har- 


riet and her mother; they however gave | 
me leave, though not very graciouſly, to do 
what I pleaſedwith the creature; but Ma- 
ria's look—for ſhe ſpoke not—amply re- 
aid me for their diſpleaſure; never ſhall 
I forget that glance Alt is a beau- 
tiful little animal, I am grown immode- 
rately fond of it; it is my conſtant com- 
panion, when I am at home, and ſleeps up- 
on a cuſhion in my chamber every night. 

_ You. yawn, 'Charles, at theſe, to you, 
dull, tg matters; but they are 
not ſo to me, my friend; ſince from trifles, 
when the heart is more unguardedly open 
than in important affairs, one is enabled 
with certainty to develope its inmoſt folds 
——the. diſcovery makes me mad. 

What a ſtrange variable animal art thou! 
exclaims your worſhip ; this moment diſ- 
tracted for one ſiſter, the next dying for 
the other ——No, I think it is not yer come 
to that; I eſeem Maria only——a placid 
Friendſhi p—nothing more, I beheve, u 
on my honour; but I certainly deſpiſe her 

ſiſter heartily; a comfortable foundation 
fos a happy marriage I deteſt the 
thought—but how with honour to avert 
«the impending evill— thy genius, fruit- 


my in 3 may perhaps point the 
_ way. 
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way. Dear boy, think upon the ſubject, 
and waft quickly to me, with the next pac- 


quet, thy fruit of the cogitations. Adieu. 


LE: r E R XII. 


Charles Seymour, Eſq; to Lord Frederick Alffon: 


SWEAR by Jupiter, friend Fredetick, 

that with all my whims, oddities, and ca- 
prices about me, call them which you will, 
I have afforded you a decent variety of 
names. + could not have conducted myſelf 
in a more odd, whimſical, and capricious 
manner than a certain friend of mine that 


ſhall. be nameleſs. Heavens and earth! 


with his experience of the ſex, to fall in 
love with a baby face at an afſembly ; fly 
to her next morning, and without knowing 
one ſingle turning or winding of her foul, 

one ſingl2 native ſentiment or inclination, 
offer himſelf and fortune at the idol's feet! 
By my faith I have no patience |! it was a 
conduct unworthy of the raw ſon of ſome . 
booby country *ſquire, freſh from the 
boarding ſchool. This was precipitancy 
with a vengeance. How often—but no 
matter. Oh! I had forgot; a prating old 
dame gave your angelica divine character, 
and the dignity of the evidence accelerated 
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conference with the hag that your evil 
genius planted by the road-ſide to deſtroy 
your future peace? poſſibly ſhe miſtook 
one ſiſter for the other; and whilſt ſhe 
meant to deify Maria, you miſtook her 
goddeſs for your own idol: Aſk her—— 
yet to what purpoſe? it will afford you 
{mall conſolation now, to find you were 
'then deceived, now that the miſchief is 
almoſt irreparable; upon my foul, I am 
Afraid it is; for I-cannot ſee how you: can 
ii -hoangur.. r... 

But don't in the mean time, my friend, 
deceive yourſelf, and fancy that you feel 
no more than a placid friendſhip for the 
amiable Maria; a much warmer paſſion 
lurks in your boſom, believe me. 


Let me die if I know what to adviſe 


1 


with a party of naiſy Engliſh gentlemen, 
Who are hurrying me to Fontainbleau with 
them, whether I conſent or not. I was 
_unwilling to loſe a poſt, though I could 
tell you nothing more than my deſire, but 
at the ſame time my inability, to ſerve you. 
1 will conſider the matter, and write again 
in a day or two. Adieu. 8 


E 


the declaration; have you had a ſecond 


2 3s De ts . «4 5 5% = . . 


Jou, not a ſingle ſcheme offers itſelf to my 
Rupid brain, harraſſed to death as I am 
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Lind Prederick 4 Jeon, to Charles Seymour, Ejq. 
f * -OUR * 1s x juſt, my friend, and ſo I 


Ia afraid is your opinion; [ will not 
deceive myſelf. My feelings for Maria cer- 


_ tainly deſerve a tenderer appellation than 


friendſhip ; but it gives me pain, at this 
juncture, to enquire too minutely into the 
emotions of my heart, and I find it more 
eaſy to obey its dictates with the implicit 


duty of a ſlave, than preſumptuouſly pry 


into the reaſon of its imperial commands. 
This diſinclination looks badly, and I am 
playing the fool at a miſerable rate. Every 
day increaſes my difficulties, and, what is 
infinitely worſe, I am afraid the unhappi- 
. neſs of my—indulge me the expreſſion, for 
rapture is in the thought——alas! it will 
never be My Maria. 
1 have hurt Harriet's vanity by my aſ- 
f duity to her. ſiſter, Not that ſhe has. 


_ or humility enough to ſuppoſe that 


Maria can have ithlen a heart from her; 


but ſhe expects, where ſhe- is, no eyes or 


ears but for herſelf; her ill-humour to her 

ſiſter is therefore increaſed, becauſe ſhe 
perceives ſhe ſhares ſome part of my at- 
tention; and Mrs. Belville, who is rn 
| governed * Harriet's ;GAPrIge, makes, [ 


am 


Go Tur \ReEnConTRE;'o, 


am afraid, Maria's life very uncomfor- 
able. > 80 EOS | 
The lawyers, thanks to the habitual di- 
latorineſs of their profeſſion, move very 
ſlowly ; but, Oh Charles! the time muf 
come; no coward ever dreaded the hour of 
combat more than I do the ecclaireiſſement 
of my inclinations. I am firmly determined 
never to wed Harriet——yet my father 
doats upon the match, and, you know, my 
curſed folly gave riſe to that dotage ; fine 
perſon, fine fortune; my wiſe head thought 
no farther. -' - 2 : 9 
Maria has not a ſhilling independent of 
her mother ; and, were I todeclare off with 
Harriet for the ſake of Maria, unleſs my 
father would conſent to the change, which, 
with his notions of honour, is highly im- 
probable ; I would only embroil the dear 
creature with theſe fiends, and render her 
fituation intolerable. True I could fly 
with her into Scotland, and fecure her 
from their ill-uſage by marriage; but, my 
father's tenderneſs, his hitherto unlimited 
indulgence, merits not ſuch a return; and, 
whatever my heart ſuffers, I never will 
enter into matrimony without his full con- 
bane; i | 
Something, however, mult quickly be 
done to break off the fetters my folly and 
precipitation have forged, without their per- 
giving what ſhare Maris bears in it; and 
2" F . | Þ1 


2 
TH 
1 
8 
2 
4 
3 
28 
8 
. 
ng 
2 
* 
Ws 
Ws 
ix. 
Og 
% 4 
0 
> 
EI 
Re” 
oF 
1 
— 
3 
755 


TRANSITION OF A MOMENT. 61 
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in ſome diſtant period heaven avert it 
| ſhould be very diſtant I may find an 
opportunity of gratifying every wiſh of my 
ſoul by calling her mine. 3 
= My father's notions of honour are too 
| preciſe and literal for me upon this occa- 
Z ſion; he would tell me, that I am abſo- 
lutely engaged to Harriet by as ſacred a tie 
as if the ceremony had already paſſed, and 
no wandering paſſion ſhould be ſuffered to 
break through it; that, if I am ſenſible to 
any ſuch, the utmoſt force of my reaſon 
ſhould be exerted to ſubdue its influence ; 
and that I ſhould ſubmit to the greateſt 
tortures, rather than ſully that honour, 
= which ought to be infinitely dearer than 
lite itſelf, ec: * 
This is the language of the man 
awake,” this the ad vice which reaſon gives 
to the paſſions of others ;- thoſe paſſions to 
which we are no longer ſenſible eurſelves, 
or forget in the prefent calm of our ſouls 
their ungovernable controul. But I muſt 
have liberty to refine a little upon theſe 
S fine lectures, and tell him, that, though I 
vow'd to Harriet I was deſperately in love 
with her, I acted no deceitful part, T actu- 
ally felt all J profeſſed for what | imagined 
to be her, and /e was the deceiver, not me. 
I faw ſhe was all fair, I /hought her all 
| goodneſs, ſweetneſs, and ſenſibility. She 
wy 2 0 F dropt 
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dropt the pleaſing maſk, and I my love of | 
conſequence. It was not the ſame perſon 
with whom I fell in love, whom 1 courted 
"ll for a wife, whoſe conſent I obtained; a 
=_ fiend ſtarted up in her ſtead, and ſhocked 
. my ſoul into diſguſt. Her ſiſter really poſ- 
ſeſſes thoſe amiable qualities Harriet only 
aſſumed, and it is therefore to her thoſe 
vows, I miſtakingly made, were due. Can 
I in honour give my hand to Harriet, when 
my heart is devoted to her ſiſter? Should | 
I not by. fo doing render her more mi- 
ſerable, if ſhe has any delicacy, and diſ- 
covers ſhe poſlettes not my aftections, than 
TI can poſſibly now do by declining an ho- 
nour, which thouſands. of ſuperior quality | 
and forturfe would embrace with tranſport? | 
Alt would be doing her great injuſtice. [ 
therefore in honour, compaſſion, juſtice, 
muſt give her up; and the moſt refined 
partiſans for honour muſt be of the ſame 
opinion, nor think it reaſonable that if a 
man makes his addreſſes to a lady, from a | 
"miſtaken opinion of her character, and 
after the formalities of ſettlements, &c. 
are agreed to, he perceives that in her 
mind, which will, upon a nearer connection, 
make him miſerable, he is ftill obliged to 
have her. 
I think both ſexes have a right to de- 
celine the engagement upon ſuch diſcoveries, 
as the union without mutual eſteem, if not 
love, muſt render both miſerable, 
_ Having 


behaves to me with the innocent 


» at 
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Having ſettled this account with my 
conſcience I am ſomething eaſier ; my next 
conſideration ſhall be how-to break with the 
lady. I cannot tell her, Madam, you 
« have deceived me; I have found you ill- 
ee natured, inſolent, and fooliſh; you are 
« not the perſon calculated to make me 
“happy; I no longer love you, am too 
« honeſt to diſſemble; muſt therefore beg 


* permiſſion to take my leave.” Unworthy 


as ſhe is, I cannot ſhock her with even the 
implication of tuch ſentiments ; vanity, ſuch 
as hers, is eaſily alarmed; I muſt offend, 


and give her the merit of diſmiſſing me. 


But whilſt I am thus freeing myſelf 
from one engagement, in the hope of being 


able to enter into another, the dear Maria 


may, by ſome pretender, be ſnatched from 


me; ſhe has had many admirers; the mo- 
ther may ſelect one among them to take off 


what ſhe thinks a hateful incumbrance; 

and ſhe, friendleſs and helpleſs as ſhe. is, 
would nd it impoſſible to reſiſt the inhu- 
man controul. Or her affections may be 


engaged diſtraction is in the idea 


yet how can I expect, whom ſhe imagines 
will ſhortly be married to her ſiſter, any 
{hare but that of a brother in them? 1 
would give worlds, were they in my poſ- 
ſeſſion, to know her ſentiments of me. She 


playful- 
gels and freedom of a ſiſter. Alas! if 
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ſhe loved me, hopeleſs gs her paſſion muſt | 


ſoul doats on her, was ſhe to offer me her 
hand, I would not accept it, unleſs ! 
was certain of her heart. I never will 
marry a woman I cannot love; nor will ] 
ever marry one, whom I have not all the 
reaſon in the world to think loves me. [ 
intend, whenever I marry, to bea pattern 


of con jugal fidelity and affection ; but then, 


mutual love muſt be the foundation on 
which to erect them. 

I am very whimſical and outre in my 
opinions; as for inſtance, I have the od- 
deſt notions concerning vows, the marriage 
vow particularly ; and think that ſo ſo- 
lemn an appeal to the Deity, in a place ſet 
apart for his worſhip, 1s ſometimes more 


than matter of form and ceremony, and 
that it ought literally to be kept. I 
- T would not hazard theſe uncouth opi- 
nions to every body; but you I know think 


ſeriouſly /omerimes, and will not laugh at 
me very much. 


Adieu, my fnend, believe me ever 
-YOUrs, ; 


appear, that conſtant chearfulnets, that pla- 
cid air would vaniſh. She calls me bro- | : 
ther with apparent delight. No hopes, 
Charles, no hopes for your unhappy friend; 
and, all angel as ſhe is, and fondly as my 


— 
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Lord Trader ick Alſton, 10 Charles Seymour, E a. 
LORIOUS news, Charles ! Madam 


Fortune, in one of her moſt gracious 
— or the interpoſition of my better 
genius, or but 1 ſhall give myſelf no 
further trouble toinveſtigate by what good- 
humoured agency that is likely to be effect. 
ed, which the utmoſt reach of my inv en- 
tion was inadequate to. 

Many ſchemes had preſented themſelves, 
and were all rejected, as not being ſuf- 
ficiently delicate, where a Lady's vanity 
was to be gratified, and yet gently diſap- 
pointed. When that fop, Lord Moreton 
made me a viſit, from a ſmall ſeat he has 
lately purchaſed near us, by way of ſport- 
ing ſeat; not that he has any taſte for field 
diverſions, for they are too robuſt for ſo 
delicate a frame; but becauſe it is faſhion- 
able for our nobility to leave the fine old 
manſions of their anceſtors, and ſhut them- 
ſelves up, in ſome dittle thatched hovel, 
with their miſtreſs, their dogs, and their 
game - keepers. 

He found me juſt ſtepping into my 
Phaeton, with an intention of viſiting at 
Belville-place, and politely enough inſiſted 
upen not diſappointing me and my friends, 

if | by 
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by detaining me from my excurſion; and 
added, that if it would not be thought an 


impertinent intruſion, he ſhould wiſh to 


accompany me, as he wanted to make ſome 
acquaintance in the neighbourhood ; I he- 


fitated not a moment, he mounted by 2 


ſide and off we drove. 

We were very gracioufly received by 
Harriet. 
in a ſuit, juſt imported from Paris; that, 


and his title, I ſaw had amazing effect; and 


ſhe diſplayed all the arts of a finiſhed co- 


quette ; in ſhort, behaved in ſuch a ſtyle, 
that had I loved her, it would have given 
me the utmoſt uneaſineſs ; they had all the 


converſation to themſelves, which ran on 


_ the moſt faſhionable trifles: 


Maria ſ-emed to have no ambition to 


ſhine in the eyes of the beau; but ſat ſilent- 
ly attentive, every now and then 2 


at me, as if to diſcover the effects of her ſi 


ter's behaviour; finding no appearance of 
violent uncaſineſs, weentered into an agree- 


able chit chat ; arid the two lovers, for ſuch 


they appeared, entertained each other with- 


our interruption ; 
2 thouſand pities to part them, for their 
minds appear 5 very een of each 


to part from his charmer ; 


in ſuch — n that I felt infinte 


and indeed it would be 


Other. | 
We made a late viſit, Mdreton Was loth 
and Maria was 


reluctanice 


Moreton ſplendidly .drefled Þ 


PI 
— hs. th. a. Kaeda G.om. aa 


TxANSsTTION or a Moment. 67 


reluctance at leaving her. Moreton had 
ordered his carriage to come for him, and 

its ſuperb appearance, with his train of 
S ſervants, for he always moves in ſtate, com- 

- | pleated, I doubt not, the conqueſt of Har- 
TW riet's heart. = X 
He has viſited there, I hear, every day 
ſince ; I likewiſe go very often, and we have 
met : we we are at preſent exceedingly civil; 
how long it will laſt, I am not able to ſay. 
When I think matters ripe enough, I ſhall 


aſſume ſome airs upon the occaſion. Adieu. 
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Lord Frederick Alſton, o Charles Seymour, Eſq. 
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NA father is returned, and accompani- 
ed me yeſterday to Mrs. Belville's, 
where we found Harriet, her mother, and 

| Moreton, fitting in the tea room; Harriet 
dreſſed to the greateſt advantage, looked 
indeed very lovely, and diſplayed all her 
attractions with great art. Moreton gazed 
on her with rapture, my father beheld her 
with admiration, and had I not known how 
little the mind was worthy the perſon, my 
heart had probably returned to its allegi- 
ance; when in ſwam the ſweet Maria, to 

claim her captive. 
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My father had never before ſeen her, 


Her elegant figure, the polite, the fenfible, 
the graceful manner in which ſhe received, 


and returned the compliments he made her, 
appeared to ſtrike him. We entered into 


- a lively converſation, and then it is, that 


this ſyren becomes dangerous ; the moſt 
harmonious voice in the world, — 
with laughing, unſtudied eaſe, the wittief 


thoughts, the juſteſt ſentiments, in a lan- 


guage which might vie with the celebrated 


Bolingbroke for elegance, no one ean liſten 


to with impunity. : 
Add to all theſe, a perſon—not in the 


eye of the painter beautiful—but delicate, 


elegant, and graceful to exceſs. I believe 
I have ſaid before, that if her face had 
been the homelieſt in the world, there would 
have been no reſiſting the charms of her 


manner ; there is ſomething ſo peculiarly 


graceful, ſuch an exceſſive I do not 
know what to call it; pretty neſs is a poor 


word in her moſt trivial actions, that 
is inghanting. | 


My father had too much ſenſibility to 


behold ſo many charms, without admira- 


tion; methought his eyes upbraided me for 
the folly of my choice. The two fiſters 
diſplayed in the moſt ſtriking manner, the 
different powers of beauty and grace. © A 
* woman, ſays an elegant author, can be 
* beautiful but one way; but ſhe may be 
| * graceful 
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« praceful a thouſand.” We had gazed 


upon Harriet's fine form, eyes, hair, lips, 


teeth and complexion—it was all beauty ta 
exceſs. She had varied her attitudes ; ws 
had viewed her charms in every becoming 


4 light they were ſtil] the ſame, that in- 


{pid ſameneſs appeared like wiſe in her con- 


verſation; ſhe is no idiot; but her whole 


attention, ever ſince ſhe was able of think - 
ing, has been engroſſed by her perſon; and 
her education having extended very little 
farther than to exhibit it to the beſt ad- 
vantage, her ſtock of ideas is miſerably 
ſcanty, and her converſation frivolous and 


impertinent. 


But Maria reheved us, when our atten» 
tion was wearied for want of variety; ſhe 
talked, and charmed us with her wit, ſhe 
played, and ſung, and enraptured our ſouls 
with the melodious founds; how infipid, 


| how lifeleſs and contemptible, was the 


mere beauty of Harriet! Moreton had not 
taſte enough to feel the difference; but my 
father was inchanted ;fand were he young- 


| er, I ſhould be very much inclined to be 
jealous of his raptures. Maria appeared 


charmed with him, and exceedingly affidu- 
ous to gain his eſteem ; and ſhe has indeed 
ſucceeded, for he has talked of nothing 
elſe ever ſince, 8 2413 eee 
He does not altogether approve of Har- 

riet 's apparent fondneſs for Moreton ; but 
Senoner | | lays, 
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fays, that all fine women are coquettes, and 
we muſt excuſe conſtitutional failings. He 
talks of having a ball, and inviting all the 
neighbourhood, for the ſake of dancing 
with his favourite Maria. | 

All this looks exceedingly well for me; 
and he will the leſs wonder at my change, 
now he has ſeen and felt her inchantments ; 
his obſerving Harriet's coquetry too, is no 
unlucky circumſtance. In ſhort, my friend, 
I think I diſcern a diſtant dawn of happi- 
neſs. Could I but know how Maria's 
heart ſtands affected towards me——yet I 
dare not give the moſt remote hint of my 

- inclinations, engaged as ſhe thinks me to 
her faſter—her delicacy would be wounded, 

I have this conſolation, however, that 
though I have no reaſon to flatter myſelf 
with having made any impreſſion on her 
heart, I cannot perceive any ſymtoms in 
favour of any other perſon ; for I watch 
every look, every glance, every turn of 
her expreſſive countenance. There was a. 
Mr. Hanway, whom her mother took her 

to taſk for ſeeing, contrary to her injunc- 
tions, the firſt time I ſaw her; this man, 

I - have ſometimes hinted to her as a 
* ſecret favorite; but the dear creature is ge- 
nerally angry with me, when I mention 
him, and warmly diſclaims all inclination 
towards him; She is determined, ſhe ſays, 
ever to marry. Dear girl, hold that re- 
1 | ſolution, 
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Clation. til I have it 1n my power to of- 
fer my hand; and then may my love af- 


ford ſuffcient eloquence, to Perſuade you 


to alter your mind! 


Believe me, my dear Charles, you 


friend e, 
EK N T N N 
Lord Frederick Alſton, 10 Charles Seymour, Es. 


E have had our entertainment, which 
concluded with a ball. My father has 


an exceeding good taſte, and every thing 
| was conducted with elegance and decorum. 


We had a large company, this is a gen- 
| tee] neighbourhood ; but the Belville family, 


as you may ſuppoſe, flood foremoſt upon 
the occaſion. 


Harriet had engaged her hand to 


Moreton, which, you will allow, was ver 


extraordinary. My father had intended to | 
dance with Maria, but I hinted, that Mrs, 


| Belville, would probably think herſelf neg- 
lected; he offered her his hand almoſt as 


reluctantly, as 1 ſhould have done myſelf, 


which ſhe received with 2 mplacency, 
| and diſplayed abundance of coquetiſh airg 


upon the a hod? She is ſtill a fine Wo- 


Tan, which ſhe is perfectly conſcious of, 
ang 
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and I verily believe, formed a deſign to 
enſlave her partner. „ 0 
All obſtacles thus removed, I approach- 
Ed the adorable Maria, had the happineſs | 
of finding her not engaged, and we were 
inſeparable for the evening; her dreſs was 
elegant ſimplicity itfelf ; whilſt her ſiſter 
was loaded with-ornaments, and apparent- 
ly dreſt for conqueſt. Harriet dances finely, 
but Maria inimitably. Country dances arg 
favorable for lovers; a thouſand little li» 
berties, inſignificant to the indifferent, give 


tranſport to the inamorato. 
Maria was in charming ſpirits, and her 
innocent gaiety gave me confidence. I ſuf- 
fered my eyes to ſpeak the ſoft emotions of 
my ſoul-——methought hers was not alto- 
gether ſilent. I preſſed her hand, gloved 
as it was, and with an air of thoughtleſs 
Vivacity, that ſhe might think me 1n jeſt 
or not, as ſhe pleaſed.— I dared not venture 
too much; I curſed its envious interpo- 
ſition, tore it off, and glued the ſoft yields 
ing wax to my lips. 
With a figh——yes Charles, with a A 
ſhe withdrew it; called me gay, giddy 
creature, and ; rejoined the dance. But 
Whether afraid of me, or herſelf, I know 
not; ſhe would not ſuffer me to draw her 
aſide after this; her ſweet face aſſumed a 
more ſerious air, and awed me into pru- 
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It was late when the company left us, 
and we retired; but I flept not; the gentle 
rebuff I had received, proved her ſenſibi- 
lity ; her ſigh——upon what trivial foun- 

dation does a lover build his hopes I am 
determined another day ſhall not fly over 
my head, till I have come to an ecclairciſſe- 
ment with Harriet; her engaging herſelf 
to dance with Lord - Moreton, in the ap- 
parent ſtate of our affairs, ſufficiently de- 
clares her inclinations.——] hope I ſhall 
not precipitate matters this ſuſpenſe is 
intolerable—l will bear it no longer; but 
as ſoon as I think they will be ready to re- 
ceive me, Iwill know my doom. _ 

Rr * W N * *%* * XR X X X * 

Every thing, my Year Charles, has 
| ſucceeded to my wiſhes; Maria walked 
out, and I found Mrs. Belville and Har- 
| riet by themſelves; it was too early I ſup- 
| poſe for Moreton's morning viſit. I af- 
ſumed a great appearance of ill- humour, at 
„being diſappointed in the honour of dan- 
cing with her, and rudely enough threw 
cout ſome pointed ſarcaſms on her coque- 
y. This, as I intended, piqued them 
t both; they replied as tartly, and with an 
affected prudence declared, that I had diſ- 
covered ſo much jealoufy and ill humour 
in my diſpoſition, that happineſs was not 
to be expected with me. Far as matters 


*4+ Tu RINCON TRT; of, 


Had gone between us, Mrs. Belville ſaid, 
ſhe could not with any patience think of 
her daughter being ſacrificed to the punc- 
tilio of fulfilling thoſe engagements.—— 
She was happy 1 had diſcovered my tem- 


Per, before it was too late.——In ſhort, 


gave me to underſtand, I was to entertain 
no further hopes of Harriet; and I ſaw, 
what Idid ſuppoſe would be the caſe, that 
they were equally eager with myſelf, to 
catch at the firſt opportunity of ſetting 
aſide our engagements; certain of this, I 
Pretended great ſorrow and contrition ; but 
they were inflexible in their pruderitial re- 
ſentments. But Mrs. Belville ſaid, that, 
though as a lover, I had nothing farther to 
hope; as a friend they ſhould be always 
happy to ſee me; and, with an affected 
mper, enquired after my father, 

| Her deſign is evident enough, ſhe has a 
paſſion far. coronets, and would willingly 
die a counteſs. My father, I believe, is 
very ſafe from her allurements; but I am 
glad this ſcheme has entered her head, as 
it will keep up for the preſent a friendly 
intercourſe between the families; without 
which, I ſhould have been ſtrangely puz- 
zled ta have ſeen Maria. 


- 


I took my leave with as dejected an air 


as I could poſſibly aſſume, and met Maria 


in the court yard returning from her walk. 


I ſtopt 
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1 ſtopt to enquire after her health, and 
whether ſhe had not caught cold from dan- 


.cing ; but the place we were in .forbade 
any further converſation. I juſt hinted, 


that T had been treated ill "42, her - ſiſter, 


and had received my final diſmiſſion as a 


lover. 


7 The dear girl looked ſurprized, and I 
EZ was going to add ſomething expreſſive of 
the Nate of my mind, when my ſervant 
brought my bocks and: gave a very diſa- 
greeable interruption. My eyes were obli- 
ged to do the office of my tongue.—lI am 
afraid they were not ſufficiently expreſſive, 

7 I . eee to make them as eloquent 

ble. 

| My father, I am afraid, is not well; 1 
: Now f him ſo entirely out of ſpirits, that I 
would not diſturb him with the rebuff I 
have met with. 


Adieu, my friend, 1 expect your « con- 
| gratulations. 


„„ R 
Lord F, rederick Al Non, to Charles Seymonr, Eh: 
H Charles ! am rendered the moſt 


wretched of human beings. I told you 
in n the concluſion of my laſt, that my fathe 
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thing heavy upon his mind. I was loth 


he eluded my hints, and I was obliged to 


| — and in his un to repoſe all my 


was out of ſpirits. For two days his me- 
lancholy increaſed to ſuch a degree as 
alarmed me greatly. I fatigued him with 
enquiries after his health, devoted my 
whole time to his amuſement, and ſum- 
moned all the vivacity I was maſter of 
to enliven his features with a ſmile ; but 
had the pain to find my aſſiduities trouble- 
ſome to him; all efforts to amuſe and di- 
vert ineffectual, and that he preferred ſo- 
litude to my company. 

J was exceedingly unhappy ; for he is 
the beſt and tendereſt of parents, the moſt 
amiable of men, and the moſt affectionate 
of friends. In ſpite of all my arts, he 
ſeemed every hour to grow worſe, and his 
frequent ſighs, I thought, indicated ſome: 


to be impertinently prying ; but at laft his 
exceſs of melancholy drove me to ſeek the 
reaſon, that I might uſe my utmoſt efforts 
to relieve it. 

Iqueſtioned him firſt at a diſtance; but 


ſpeak plain. T told him how unhappy his 
uneaſineſs and reſerve made me; that 1 
was apprehenſive that I had inadvertently 
offended him, as he, in this inſtance, re- 
fuſed me his confidence—reminded him 
that he had always called upon me to re- 
gard him in the light of friend more than 


griefs; 
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griefs; but that it was impoſſible that 
friendſhip could be perfect, where the 
confidence was not reciprocal, and he re- 
fuſed me my ſhare of his. 

Alas l my dear Frederick, ſaid he, a 


a heavy high, preſs me ao farther; the 


teſtimonies which I every moment pager 
of your tenderneſs give me pain I ca 
not . ee myſelf you would hate 


and deſpiſe me. 
Hate and deſpiſe my father my 
friend! —— what words are theſe? for 


heaven's ſake, Sir, explain yourſelf. 


Suppoſe me the moſt fooliſh, the weak - 
eſt of mortals. | 


The ſuppoſition is e heart 


refuſes it entrance. 


It is, however, but too true. Oh! 
Frederick, I have ſuffered this fooliſh heart 
ts become enamoured 

Thank God it is no worſe: interrupted 
I, In love! is that all ?-with ſome pru-* 
dent good lady, I dare ' ſay—l have no 
objection to a mother-in-law, if it con- 
duces to your happineſs. 

Ah! Frederick, there is my folly, the 


object is ſuch an one as will make you 


deſpiſe me, and render me mo Jeſt of all 
my Kquaintance. 

Impoiſible, my lord, you cannot love 
deformity or idiotiſm | you have tos good: 


E 3 a taſta 
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a taſte to be in love with your Cooks 
maid. 

Ah, ſaid he, my tafte 5 be unqueſ- 
tioned, « the is all that youthful poets 
> 022] when they love”: but ſuch a 

_ : 
4 This ſtartled me a little—Well, Sir, ſo 
as ſhe does but pleaſe you, and make you 
happy—But ſhe has a name? 

What will you ſay when! tell you dis 
— tis he heſitated. 

Out with it, Sir. 

Maria Belville. 

Gracious heavens ! it was too much. I 
gaiped for breath. At laſt, Maria Bel- 
ville! my lord, 1 exclaimed. 

Ah! ſaid he, my ſon, I ſce—l ſee I have 
ſhacked you. From the firſt moment I-ſaw 
her, my heart was devoted to her, almoſt i 
without my perceiving it; till the charm 
which held me, became too powerful to 
Hreak through. 1 have made great efforts 
Al have uſed every argument which rea- 
ſon and prudence could ſuggeſt—the in- 
juſtice which I muſt, by ſuch a marriage, 
do the moſt ene, the moſt amiable 
of ſons, the ridicule of the world—all have 
been ineffectual-—The conflict has been too 
much for me, and, I believe, my Wnſti- 
tution will ſink under it. 

Who could hear all this unmoved ? His 


generous conflict overcame all my ſelfiſh 
paſſions: 
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| own to his felicity. 


myſelf. 
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paſſions : in that moment I forgot my own. 
happineſs ; but as it centered in his—uſed 
every argument to reconcile him to him- 
ſelf, and offered to uſe the intereſt I had in 
the family in his behalf. Conſcious that my 
firſt reception of the intelligence had hurt 
him, and apprehenſive he ſhould ſuſpect the 
cauſe, I was more zealous in my arguments, 
and more liberal of my offers of ſervice, tharr 
I ſhould otherwiſe perhaps have been; for 
I knew well the delicacy and generoſity of 
his ſoul, and that if he had known the 
ſtate of my heart, he would have died a 

thouſand deaths rather than been the occa- _ 
ſion of making me miſerable ; but I was 
determined not to be out-done in genero- 
lity ; never ſhall he know it—it will be the 
higheſt conſolation, amidſt my unhappi- 
neſs, to reflect that I have ſacrificed my 
By my arguments and ſoothings, his 
mind by degrees regained its uſual com- 
poſure—he beheld me with more than a 
parent's fondneſs, called me by every en- 
dearing name, and I was ſenſible to a 


more exquiſite delight, in the conſciouſneſs 
of acting right, than I never experienced in 


the fullef fruition of ſenſual pleaſure. 
But now that I am retired to unboſom 
Now that the glow of paſſton is 


{ublided—alas! I am ſinking into mere 
E 4 mortality 
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mortality again my heroiſm is flown, and 
Tam moſt wretched. 
Oh! Charles, thus to be torn from 
every proſpect of bliſs Her marriage 
with another might have been ſupported by 
a diſtant hope that death would have en- 
abled her to make a ſecond choice; but 
here—wherever I turn, deſpair and horror 
meet my eye I dare not wiſh for her 


love—dare not indulge my own —ſin and 


damnation were the inevitable conſequence 
—1 muſt fly the kingdom. I have not 
yet acquainted my father with my breach 
with Harriet, he was too low ſpun, to be 
told what I knew would be diſagreeable to 
him; I will now acquaint him with it; he 
will naturally ſuppoſe me hurt by the dif- 
appointment, and that a ſhort excurſion 
to the continent will be adviſeable to wear 


out. the impreſſion. 


I will open the affair to Maria, and 
then, in a few days, ſhall rejoin you, at 


the old hotel. I told my father, it was 
better to ſound Maria's inclinations firſt; 


as ſhe was too delicate to wiſh to owe his 
fucceſs merely to her mother's interpoſi- 
tion, who perhaps, if ſhe found her daugh- 
ter averſe, would exert her authority to an 
inhuman degree. He acquieſced, and to- 
morrow—=l ſhall have no ſleep to night 
Lam to talk to the dear girl. What ſhall 


1 How ſhall 1 look! My counte- 


nance, 
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nance, . my eyes will betray me, and give 
the lye to every argument enforced by my 
tongue. | Si Rh 
In that trying moment I hope to re- 
member that the happineſs of the tendereſt 
of fathers, the warmeſt and trueſt: of 
friends, is at ſtake; and that it would be 
impoſſible for me to enjoy any felicity 
which muſt be built upon the ruins of his. 
Farewel, Charles, believe me truly: 


yours. 


LETTER Nn 


Lord Frederick Alion to Charles Seymour, E/q.. 


Tree dreaded.ſcene is paſt, and I till: 
breath—ſtill drag on weary, tireſome 
exiſtence. When the hour drew near, my 
cowardly heart drooped; and had it not 
been for the fear of my father's ſeeing, 

| through the flimſy excuſe, and penetrating 
the real reaſon, I had endeavoured.to per- 
ſuade him to urge his ſuit in perſon, and 
not by an ambaſſador. When I reached 
the houſe, I enquired for Maria. I wiſhed, 
not to ſee_any other of the family,. and,. 
lackily, they were not at home; they were 
upon a viſit, and Moreton with them. £ 
T was: conducted into Maria's dreſſing- 
room, an.elegant little apartment, orna- 
ä mented. 
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mented with her own drawings ha Work, 
in both which ſhe excels; and ſome beau- 
tiful ſhell flowers of her own forming. 
Her father's picture made the principal 
object, a very graceful figure indeed, and 
Maria is much like him: I had leiſure to 
contemplate, as Maria was.in another part 
of the houſe, and did not appear immedi- 
ately ; every ſpecimen of her taſte and in- 
genuity became intereſting, in proportion 
as my deſpair of attaining her increaſed ;— 
and I was loſt in a confuſion of excruciating 
re fle ctions, when ſhe entered the room.— 
She received my compliments, which were 
fufficiently embarraſſed, and ſcarcely ar- 
ticulate, with evident confuſion. led 
her to a chair, ſeated myſelf beſide her, 
and was: ſome moments before I was able 
to ſpeak... wo 

My ſilence, my embarraſſment "IMP! 
the dear girl's confuſion, My eyes Were 
fixed on her face, whilſt hers, were thrown 
upon the carpet; her face and neck crim- 
ſoned over with a beautiful glow. Hea- 
vens, what were my ſenſations. ! I dared 
not to aſſign a cauſe; for her ſweet bafh- 
fulneſs, and haſtened to ſpeak my errand, 
leſt I ſhould be tempted to. turn plead 
for myſelf. 

"This, with much heſitation, I affected. 
She treated it at firſt. as a jeſt, and it was 
ſome time . [ could make her wr 

was 
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J was really in earneſt. t ſhall not trouble 
ou with the vunutiæ of converſation ; I 

wiſh I could forget ſome parts of it myſelf. 

She ſeemed ſurprized, diſpleaſed, and 

averſe : the more averſe ſhe appeared, the 

more warmly I pleaded ; till ſhe grey quite 

angry, and I was ſilenced upon the ſub- 1 

ject. BE} 4 

But upon what other could I entertain 

her l—e neither of us ſpoke for ſome 
time—our eyes ſometimes met; I dared not 

truſt mine, ſo inſtantly withdrew them. At 
laſt, feeling this mute interview more dan- 

gerous than the talking one had been; I 

aroſe with a deep ſigh, which E could not 
ſuppreſs; took my leave with a profound. 
bow, and hurried out of the houſe. _ 

| My mind was oddily ſet as I rode home. 

l was pleaſed, and yet | was-grieved at the 
averſeneſs ſhe had diſcovered ; ſome lit- 
tle circumſtances —ſome obſervations I had 
made, gave me both pleaſure and pain. 

Il dared not communicate to my father 
the warmth of her refuſal, but recommend- 
ed to him to urge his own ſuit.. I have acs 
quainted him with the behaviour of Har- 
riet, and he conſents, though reluct- 
antly, to a few months. viſit to the Conti- 
nent, as I aſſure him, I cannot think of 
remaining in this part of the world, a mo- 
ment longer than is abſolutely neceſſary ta 
get things in order for my journey; o_ 

| d 


— 
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that Lwould not make but one viſit more 


to Belville-place, and that for the purpoſe 
of taking leave, for worlds. All this is li- 


terally true, though he miſtakes the object. 


t is neceſſary for our happineſs, we 
mould be deceived ſome times. 

He nas been fince, once or twice, to viſit 
Maria; but firſt communicated the inten- 
tion of his viſits to her mother, Who had 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion of his attachment to 
her youngeſt daughter; but imagined from 
the beginning of his converſation, that he 


was going to declare a paſſion for herſelef 8 


and the ſcene, Ithink, muſt have been droll 
enough. She appeared piqued, he ſays, 


When ſhe underſtood him; and poor Ma- 
ria, I am afraid, will not be treated the 


better for this diſappointment of her va- 
ity; ; ſhe, however, gave him leave to pro- 
ſe the matter to her daughter, which he 
id. He cannot, he ſays, boaſt much of 
ſucceſs ; but does not at preſent deſpair, 
and hopes i in time, to win her confent. 
I dare not ſee her at preſent; how I ſhall 
acquit myſelf in a farewel viſit, heaven 


knows. Long. to. be out. of this kingdom, | 


_ 4 


* - 
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Mi iſs Maria Bebville to Miſs Lou Fer mor. 


WRITE, my dear Louiſa becaule you 
deſire it; "but alas! I have nothing toſay,. 


but thatl feel my ſelf exceedingly unhappy;. 
and that internal peace, which was my ſup- 

rt, amidſt all my afflictions, is, I am 
afraid, deſtroyed for ever by the Caprice. 
of this wayward heart of mine. | 

To you, my dear, I confeſs all my vent 
neſſes; and in your faithful boſom where 
let them be deeply hid from every eye—- 
pour all my ſorrows. I have before told 
you, Lord Frederick Alſton. was the moſt 
amiable of men ; handſome in his perſon, 


graceful in his manner; with a moſt com- 


prehenſive underſtanding and refined wit, 
joined to a benevolence of heart and 
ſweetneſs of temper, equalled by few, ex- 


celled by none ; then judge the danger of 


a young heart unconſcious: of its weak= 


neſs, from an intimacy with ſuch an one, 
addreſſed by the name of fifter, with all 


the ſoftneſs and tenderneſs of the moſt af- 
fectionate of brothers. Is was that be- 
witching 4oftneſs and manner, that tender 
compaſſion beaming in thoſe fine eyes, 
that ſtole away a heart naturally too ſuſcep- 
üble for the Peace of its owner. Unuſed 


os 


to kindneſs, it was doubly affected 
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„ and 


became a captive under the ſpecious name 
of gratitude; to that I imputed the ſoft 
emotions his unexpected appearance at any 
time gave me, or the melancholy his ab- 
fence ſpread over my mind. TI rambled in 
ſolitude, recollecting all the little circum- 
ſtances of his tender attentions ; he was the 
object of my contemplation by day; and 
my dream by -night. I beheld with pain, 


his approaching union with my. ſiſter 


- but 


even this did not open my eyes tothe true 


ſtate of my heart, as I imputed it to 


a ge- 


nerous concern for his happineſs, which 


his marriage with a woman of ſo very 


con- 


trary a character mult have inevitably de- 


ſtroyed._ 


FE thought ſometimes his paſſion- for her 
viſibly cooled; that he had diſcovered. her 
real temper, and was embarrailed how to 
break off an affair with honour, which had 
gone ſuch lengths. My heart was filled 


| with anguiſh, At what ]. though t he 


muſt 


ſuffer upon the occaſion, and I compliment- 
edanyſelf on the generoſity of its feelings. 

One afternoon, Lord Frederick brought 
Lord Moreton with him, a thing juſt im- 
ported from Paris, withall the coxcomality, 


without one of the virtues of its gay i 
bitants; he was all feathers, lace, and 


nha- 


broidery; no coquette in the meridian of 
her charms, had mare airs: or affecta 


tion. 
This 


v 
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This animal ſeemed greatly ſtruck with 
the beauty of Harriet; his fine coat, and 
foreign airs, had an equal effe ct upon her; 
no two people could be more exactly cal- 


geulated for each other; and they ſeemed 


to be inſtantly affected by an irreſiſtible 
ſympathy; he ſaw nothing but her; the 
had ears for no one but him; and poor poor Lord 
Frederick ſat entirely neglected. L looked at 
him; pleaſure ſparkled in his eyes; I par- 
ticipated in his joy, and was never in better 
ſpirits; we chatted with unuſual vivacity, 
and appeared mutually loth to part. 
His father was introduced to our family; 
I took uncommon pains to pleaſe him; 
alas, I ſucceeded but too well. He gave a 
ball; my ſiſter, before ſhe went, engaged 
herſelf 5 dance with Lord Moreton, which 
as ſoon as Lord Frederick knew, he flew to 
engage my hand; the exceſſive pleaſure 
which I felt at his. tender, polite attentions 
firſt brought me acquainted with the real 
ſtate of my heart. His eyes ſpoke the moſt 


ſeducing language, and he preſſed my hand 


with an ardor, that gave me emotions F 
was afraid he ſhould diſcover. 

I ſaw him the next morning, and found 
he had quarrelled with my fiſter for her 
coquettry with Lord Moreton ; methought 


his eyes avowed another reaſon for the ru 


ture ; inchanting were the proſpects that 
BOW aroſe to oy imagination-; my heart 
N 
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acknowledged its paſſion, and promiſed i it. 
ſell the happieſt conſequences. | 

What then were my emotions yeſter- 

day, when he deſired to ſpeak. to me in 
private !|—My heart palpitated at the des 
mand. He appeared confuſed, embarraſſed; 
I placed it to the account of a love, ſo oddly. 

eircumſtanced as ours had been. He tried 
to ſpeak, yet could ſcarcely articulate a 
word; ſeemed going to take my hand—- 
then ſuddenly withdrew his own. My con- 
fuſion and emotions were great; he ſaw 
them, and it increaſed his embarraſſment. 
At laſt—with great heſitation, and yet in 
a hurrying manner, he acquainted me with 
the paſſion.— Oh Louiſa, not his own, but 
his Eher 81 —A paſſion ardent and gene- 
rous; talked about diſintereſted ei and. 
iplendid ſettlements. 

Judge my feelings Louiſa, ſudden and 
= unexpected, as was this ſubverſion of all 
| my darling hopes, raiſed to their higheſt 
| pitch. I could ſcarcely refrain from 
| tears—yet| gathered breath enough, as he 
proceeded, to give-him a very warm, 4 
lam afraid, a very unpolite refuſal. 
= pleaded fo pathetically, that I was at oft 
| quite angry, and defired he would leave 
me, and never more trouble me upon the 
mubject.—!I do not know how my petulence 
appeared to him; but he ſat ſilent ſome 


minutes —he looked at . eyes 1 5 
| | A 
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Ah Louiſa !—but there is no truth—at 
leaſt I am apt to interpret wrong the lan- 
guage of the eye —he ſighed—ſuddenly 
roſe - made a low bow and retired. I fle 
to my cloſet, locked myſelf in, and indulg- 
ed myfelf in a violent paſſion of tears, 
which gave a momentary relief to the laad 


which oppreſſed my heart. 


When caſting my eyes upon my father's 
picture, which you may remember hangs 
there, drawn by myſelf; for I thought 1 
| never could have too many reprefentations 
of that beloved, revered countenance, whoſe 
features it was my greateſt delight to trace; 
calling my eyes as I faid uponit, methought 


the awful ſhadow ſeemed to frown, and 1 - 


bluſhed at the conſciouſneſs of my own 
| weaknels, as if the canvas had been anima- 
ted, and the, dear departed ſpirit a witneſs 
to the tranſports of my grief and deſpair. 

I aſked myſelf if my preſent behaviour 
| was worthy the precepts of ſuch a maſter. 
| Irecalled all his lectures upon the due re- 
gulation of the paſſions, which are wrote 
in indeliable characters in my memory, and 
by degrees my heart regained ſome degree 
of compoſure. I began now to reflect what 
my mother would think—whom. I ſuppoſ- 
ed was returned with Harriet from her viſit, 
by this time——of my having an inter- 
view with Lord Frederick, and ſhutting 


myſelf up the moment he was gone. 
6 However, 


F\ 
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However, as I had made mylelf unfit to 
appear that night; as ſoon as the ſwelling 
of my eyes was a little abated, I rang the 


bell, and when my mother's woman ap- 
peared, deſired her to excuſe me to my mo- 

ther for not attending her; for that I had . 
ſo violent a head ach winch was very | 


true that I was not able to fit up, but ; 
ſhould go immediately to bed. 1 
Which I did. But compoſed as I thought 
myſelt, ſleep was a ſtranger to my eyes; Il MW” 
reviewed the incidents of my paſt life, and 
future proſpects, and concluded from both, 
that the portion of happineſs afligned me 
by the Almighty, was not to be on us fide 
the grave; I bowed in humble acquieſ- 

- cence to the divine will, convinced that my 
own mifconduct alone could deprive me of 
that never ending felicity, promiſed te the 
humble and the penitent on the other. Let 
then the attainment of that alone be my am- 
bition ; on that diſtant but glorious proſ- 
pect let me fix my attention; and the af- 
pPerities of my path will be ſmoothed, I ſhall 
be inſenſible to the thorns which envy and 
malignance ſcatter before me ; begin my 
Heaven in my own breaft, and retire-to its 
 fweet conſoling whiſpers, from the ſtorms 
without; waiting with patient expectation 
that happy hour, that ſhall free me from 
this load of mortality, and wing my ſoul 
to the regions of bleſſedneſs. 
Adieu, my deareſt Louiſa. 


T- 
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1 OE. 
Lor d Frederick Alſton, to Charles Seymour, Eſq; 


| T HAVE bade adieu to all my ſoul holds 
1 dear; have taken, perhaps, an eternal 
farewel ; for can I ever behold her as the 
wife of my father may he be as happy, 
as love can make him; but years muſt paſs 
away, before I can be a witneſs of his fe- 
1 : 15 Ws 
My father would accompany me, when 
I made my farewel viſit to the Belvilles.— 
could have excuſed him this inſtance of 
his tendernefs, for ſuch it was; for love is 
an eagle-eyed paſſion, however the deity 
came to be painted blind, and I was ap- 
prehenſive of diſcovering myſelf. 
Maria was not well; but inſtantly made 
her appearance upon being informed we 
were there. She received my father's com- 
pliments with a diftant politeneſs, and a 
downcaſt eye; he led her to a chair, and 
almoſt engroſſed her converſation. An 
unuſual gravity ſat on her ſweet face; and 
there was a langour, a melting ſoftneſs in 
her eye I never ſaw there before. 
- . The converſation. chiefly turned pon 
the route I intended purſuing. She talKed 
but little; but our eyes often met, and 
? We 


92 Taz RENCONTRE; r, 


might, I believe their tender, their flatter« 
ing language——Þ muſt not dwell! upon 
the thought. We ſtaid late; I was exceed- 
ingly loth to take my lea ve could I have 
but ſpoken three words in private to her— 
yet what could I have ſaid ? 
At laſt I roſe, took my leave with per- 
fect eaſe of Mrs. Belville and Harriet; but 
trembled when I approached Maria, and 
ſcarcely knew what I did—almoſt wild, I 
preſſed her hand to my lips, and then to 
my boſom, and would have uttered bleſ- 
fings, but my voice was choaked. The 
dear girl was little leſs agitated, her boſom 
heaved with ſoft emotion; a pearly dew- 
drop filled each eye; they gently ſtole upon 
her glowing cheek, and were ſuceceded by 
two others; may heaven bleſs you whereſo- 
ever you go! with a voice ſcarcely articu- 
late ſhe ſaid ; again I kiſſed her hand; the 
dear girl recollecting herſelf, gently with- 
drew it; and with a figh, and courtſeying 
low, withed me health and happineſs 1 
returned as low a bow, and with a ſliding 
one to the other ladies, ruſhed out of the 
room, followed by--my father. I threw 
myſelf into the coach, and we neither of 
us ſpoke, till we arrived at home; how 


huis thoughts were employed, I know not; 


585 will have no difficulty to gueſs what 
xccupied ' mine——May the ſigh which 
heaved. her gentle boſom, when I took my 
R e leave, 


— 
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Jeave, be the laſt ſhe breaths on my ace 
count. I will have no wiſh, but for my 
father's happineſs, and when I feel for her; 
the calm tenderneſs of a brother for a be- 
loved ſiſter, then—and not until then, will 
I reviſit my native ſoil. | 

A ſoul fo gentle as hers, muſt be hap- 
py ina man of my father's temper; happy 
too, in being freed from the tyranny of twe 
ſuch infernal tempers, as Mrs. Belville and 
Harriet. 4 
Farewel, Charles; but not a long fare- 
wel, for | ſhall ſtay but two days in Lon- 
don and three more, hope to- embrace 
my friend. Ever yours. HI. 
P. S. Your letter is this moment 
brought me. Unfortunate for me, whe 
had promiſed myſelf the ſoothing ſociety 
of a friend, that you leave France ſo ſoon 
after my entering it ! If that is the caſe, I 
ſhall paſs the Alps; Italy, in my opinion, 
affords the mind more rational amuſement, 
than the gay kingdom you have refided in 
ſo long. And are you tired of eccentric 
pleaſure? and will you ſeek out and diſ- 
cover what kind of wife your good father, 
ſo many years ago, choſe for you; and if 
you approve the choice, ſettle with her in 
the ſober joys of matrimony ? Ah Charles! 
J doubt your reſolution. But if I muf 
loſe the company of my friend, may it be 
for a change ſo infinitely to his . | 


D 


end, = 
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I have heard many encomiums on the lady 
in queſtion, and all agree, that ſhe is a very 
lovely and a very amiable girl. Once 
more farewel. 8 


K T T R M n 
| Ms Mar ia Belville to N Lan iſa 7 i 


E is gone, my dear. I have endured 

the pang of parting from all my foul 

holds dear.— Perhaps have taken a /aft fare- 
well; ſo uncertain is life 1 as it is, the diſtance 
will be ſo great between us, that I can ſcarce- 
ly regard him as an inhabitant of the ſame 
world, and have ſuffered almoſt as much as 
if the ſummons of death had ſnatched him 
from me. My vivacity is flown, my ſpi- 
its fink, the colour flies from my cheek 
but why trouble my friend with theſe 
affairs every mark of decay is one ſtep 
taken to the bleſſed regions of immortality, 
the hapineſs alone intended me by the God 
of all wiſdom. With that in view, my 
mother's cruelty loſes its ſting; ſhe intends 
to humble me, and I am humbled to the 
duſt. I will not be teized into fretfulneſs 
and deſpondency ; though ſhe forgets her 
duty, never will I forget what is due to the 
facred name of mother. But indeed, my 
EET MD Is: dear, 


vere trials; ſhe uſed to have intervals of 
good humour, and ſomething like tender- 
neſs ; but now ſhe has none. Yap” 

[ have thought, ſometimes, that ſhe had 
an inclination for the Earl of Belmour her- 


ſelf, and hates me as a ſucceſsful rival. I 


do verily believe, ſhe never would have en- 
couraged his addreſs to me, had ſhe not 
ſeen how greatly it diſtreſſed me. Yet much 


as I revere the parental authority, no force 


on earth ſhall ever drag me to the altar 
with him ; for would it not be a mental in- 
ceſt, to wed the father when my whole ſoul 
is devoted to the ſon ? ES 
That ſon 
he loved me; his eyes but I am little 
acquainted with the language of love, and 
moſt likely miſtook the expreſſions of eſ- 
teem and friendſhip, for a ſofter paſſion, 


His diſappointment with my ſiſter was the 


reaſon aſgned and why not the real rea- 
ſon ? for his leaving England. I muſt 
try to forget him. Would my mother but 


permit me to ſpend a few weeks at A. I. 


think © with thee converſing“ my mind 


would return to its wented compoſure 


but that is a vain hope. i 
Write to me, my love ; your letters, my 


books, and my father's miniature picture, 


could I have my wiſh, ſhould be my only 


companions, My preſent lowneſs of ſpi- 


rits 


2 \ 
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dear, my patience is ſometimes put to ſe- 


I have ſometimes thought 
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rits brings my loſs of him ſtrongly again 
to memory; I recolle& every word that 
paſſed in the laſt ſolemn ſcenes and my tears 
ſtream as freſhly for him, as in the firſt 
weeks of my affliction ; theſe are, I know, 
weakneſſes ; but they are weakneſſes I have 
ſcarcely a wiſh to ſurmount ; my heart has 
_ exquiſite ſenſibilities, is tender to excels, 
which has been hitherto a ſource of pain.— 
I might ſay, of torture to me; in another 
fate it will ripen into bliſs ; this, I repeat, 
alone ſupports me. 8 
Adieu, my deareſt Louiſa, may you be 
happy, is the ardent prayer of your 


MARIA BELVILLX. 
rr 
. Harriet Belville 10 Mys Eliza Forſter. 


* ELL, Eliza, Lord Frederick has left 

England; he could not ſupport with 
compoſure, my preference of the enchan- 
ting Moreton, ſo he has taken himſelf into 
France. Lhave nothing now to trouble me, 
but the abſurd paſlion of hisfather for Maria. 
But why, cries your ladyſhip, ſhould that 
give youuneaſineſs? the girl will be provide 
ed for, without expence, and you will be rid 


of 
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of a rival, who has proved herſelf of more 
conſequence than you apprehended. 
All this is very true, my dear; but you 
| forget that Moreton 1s but a baron, the 
other an earl; conſequently, her marriage 
with that old dotard, will intitle her, upon 
all occaſions, to the precedence ; and dv 
you think my ſpirit can ever ſupport that? 
| No, Eliza, ſhe ſhall never have him, 
though I know I am doing her a kindneſs, 
in breaking off the affair; for I ſee ſhe hates 
him very cordially.—Yet, perhaps, I may 
oblige her more than I intend, for I have 
thought ſometimes that ſhe loved Lord 
Frederick ; and I have now and then had my 
| ſuſpicions that he liked her, and that poſj- 
ſibly it might be his father's paſſion for her, 
not his diſappointment with me, that ſent 
him abroad. And if this ſhould be the 
caſe, it would be clearing the way, at ſome 
diſtant period, for a completion of their 
withes—Ah, my dear ! that match would 
be a million of times worſe than the other; 
for with the father, with att the advan- 
tages of pomp and precedence, I ſhould 
have to comfort myſelf that ſhe was really 
wretched ; with the other Poſitively, 
Eliza, it ſhall not be; the marriage with . 
the father will deſtroy all her hopes, root 
and branch—but can I bear her taking 
| lace of me? the idea is inſuppertable 
But what hinders me from marrying her. 
to ſomebody elſe? She has two or three 
F lovers 
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lovers, who have but lately deſiſted from 
viſiting her, on the introduction of the old 
Don and if they found him diſmiſſed, 
would ſoon renew their addreſſes She 
ſhall be married to one of them as ſoon as 
poſſible. 

Who would ave iridanghd that this girl 
could have given me ſo much trouble? — 
When I view my own perſon, and look at 
hers, I cannot conceive how it is poſſible 
for her to attract a ſingle eye, when I ſtand 
beſide her—yet ſhe actually made ſeveral 
conqueſts when we appeared together :— 
Some people have ſtrange depraved taſtes! 

Adieu, my dear; I ſee Moreton's phac- 
ton flying up the avenue. 


"TX n de 
Miſs Maria Belville, to Mis Louiſa Fer mur. 
ONGRATULATE me my den 


Louiſa; my mother has convinced me, 
within theſe few hours, that ſhe is not al 


together ſo devoid of tenderneſs and affec- 
tion for me as I had imagined. 

Lord Belmour, who, the day after his 
ſon left him, was obliged, upon ſome ac- 
count or other, I forgot what, to go to an- 
other ſeat which he has in B--ſhire, return. 


ed 
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ed but yeſterday; when he immediately 
made me a viſit. We had company with us; 
ſo that he had no opportunity of entertain- 


ing me alone, as I ſuppoſe he wiſhed to do. 


His ſtyle of addreſs was exceeding tender 
and reſpectful : he certainly is a moſt ami- 
able man—and. had I never ſeen his fon— 
I was utterly at a loſs howto behave to him, 
ſo as to treat him with the politeneſs due to 
his rank—due to his merit without that 
conſideration - without any encouragement 


to the lover. The difficulty threw a kind 
of embarraſſment over even my thoughts; 
in ſhort, I felt unhappy, and, after the 


company was gone, remained ſtupid and 
melancholy. 


My mother, with whom 1 happened to 


be alone, took notice of my dejection, and, 
with a kindneſs unuſual to her, enquired 
if I was ill: on my aſſuring her I was per- 
fectly well, ſhe ſaid, that ſhe had obſerved 
lately I had loſt my vivacity, and ſhe was 
afraid ſomething hung heavy upon my 


mind. If that was the caſe, ſhe intreated 


that I would unboſom myſelf to her, and 
I ſhould find her the moſt affectionate af 


mothers, who would do every thing in her 


power to make me happy. - 
A tenderneſs ſo unuſual . melted my | 
loul ; I threw myſelf on my knees before 


her and ſeizing one of her hands, and 
killing it, 1 thanked her in the moſt ardent 


F 2 terms 
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terms for her goodneſs.' On her again re: 
quiring the cauſe of my uneaſineſs, and 
hinting that ſhe imagined the addreſſes of M - 
the Earl of Belmour diſagreeable to me, e 
frankly acknowledged they were highly ſo 10 
and that, amiable as that nobleman. cer- : 
tainly was, my heart recoiled at the idea of 
ERNST... Corti 
She told me, that though the match wa 
in all reſpects agreeable to her, and advan: 
tageous to me; yet, if I felt that invinci 
ble repugnance I expreſſed, ſhe had to 
great a regard to my happineſs to prels i 
any farther, or exert her authority for is. 
completion had her leave to diſmiſs my Ml N 
lover, in the manner I thought moſt pro- 
per, truſting to my diſcretion to do it wi 
the politeneſs due to his rank, and his ge: 
nerous propoſals in my favour.  . | 
I again thanked her, and almoſt de- 
voured her hand with my grateful emo- 
tions. She left me ſoon after, and [I retired 
to my cloſet to write to his lordſhip. 
wrote and tore ſeveral ſheets of paper be- 
fore 1 could pleaſe myſelf; and at laſt cor 
cluded one, more from fatigue of ſpirits 
than my being better pleaſed with it, than 
my other attempts. After having ſealed 
it, ready for the morning, I went downto 
my mother and ſiſter, who both behavel 
to me with the tenderneſs of thoſe neat 
and dear relationſhips; and they found £9 
4 _ ou 


/ 


me with a heart overflowing with gratitude 
P e 
The next morning I diſpatched my 
epiſtle to the Earl, and for chat two days 
I have been happy in the ſmiles of my 
family ; pray with me, my dear Louiſa, 
that they may be continued to the truly . 
| afteCtionate _ 4 r 
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| have broke off the match between Maria 
and the old doating Earl. You, would. 
have died to have ſeen the gratitude of the 
[girl to ma and her mother, for ſuffering, , 


1 * 5 — 3 
J ber, out of our great regard to her happi- 
| 


1 4 


14 


neſs, and contrary tour mutual opinions 


of the great advantages which would. acer ue. . 


to her, break off the con 


oy : 


„Cannot think how happy, and how ten- 1 
der, and how fond we are grown—Ppray. , 


* . 
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heaven it laſts. Theſe good folks are ſo 


calily impoſed upon, that there is no merit 
15 7 03 5), z cdu, tit n 
Would to God he Has fairly married and 


I 
1 
0 
an deceiving the 
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Leone; ſhe has ſuch art of talking herfelf 
( "> _ 


TRANSITION. OF A MoMgnT. 1er 


Ms Harriet Belville, to. Miſs Eliza Forſter, 
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into peoples good graces, that I begin to 
be in a fright whenever ſhe opens her 
mouth. Not that I am afraid of Moreton, 
for he deſpiſes her as much as myſelf ; but 
I am ſometimes afraid ſhe ſhoul; ſteal into 
ny mother's affections, who, I think, does 
not uſe me well. 
| Moreton, I know, dies for me; it is 
 Impothble for a man to love with more 
| +=: oo but he confeſſes, with the moſt 
generous openneſs,” that His affairs, from 
youthful imprudencies, are much embar- 
raſſed; and that he cannot afford to marty 
a woman who has a fortune leſs than forts 
thouſand" pounds: and that though dend 


5 85 the conſequence of giving up 


eee me, yet that dar- 
lg be given up, if my mother 
doch ba oe chu to give me that ſum—which 
is in her power to do— for that it would 
be wore than death not to be able to ſup- 


port the wontan he ſo fondly doats: on, in 


the ſtyle and CharaBtert the was forrted by 
nature ter une in. 17% 


Now my mother, from me ally con- 


Ederations, refuſes this ſum; the ſays, ſhe 
muft, to advance it, give up all her money, 


and fell her jointure and that the whole 
wilt be Rarely” ſuffcient to make it up; 
r e rae 
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then on what has ſhe to te 
wh btor of li 2 


as ticks n roi. ut mod mo. 


OT TT —— 2 


„ 


TRANSITION. or A MOMENT. 10g 


To this I anſwer, that ſhe can never find 


the want of an eſtate whilſt Moreton and 
myſelf poſſeſs it. That we ſhall only be 
her ſtewards, and ſupremely happy in ſup- 
plying her with every thing ſhe wants. 


That as to Maria, as ſhe has the art of 


inſpiring ſuch difintereſted paſſions, there 
is no doubt but ſome one of her lovers will 
take her off her hands without a fortune ; 
and I think the ſooner ſhe marries the 
better. . , 

But ſhe does not acquieſce in my rea- 
ſonings; and I have been in the pouts 
theſe two days. I almoſt wiſh I had let 
the girl marry the old man—ſhe always 
ſtands in the way of my happineſs.. But 
a huſband of ſeme ſort I am determined to 
find for her. There is a Mr. Mordant and 
a Mr. Graham. both wonderfully fond of 


her; if either of them will take her, with 


a thouſand or two pounds, marry ſhe ſhall, 
Gough her heart breaks the next fort- 
night. 1 i 8 | 
I know the ſoft tender foul will ſi 
and weep, and all that; but ſhe is ſuch | 
ſweet, good, pious child, that ſhe will 
rather die than be undutiful to mamma; 
and when once I am rid of her, I can eaſily 
manage matters with my mother 80 I 
ſhall then let my own affair lie dormant, 
whilit I manage the pretty Maria's. 
| 7 F4 Ithink 
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Fs. think I have an excellent head, Eliza: 


Did you imagine I had been ſuch a plot- 
ter? But love, my dear, almighty love, 


effects wonderful things, Adieu. 


* TT EM u, 
{ Ms Maria Beluille to Mi Louifa Fermor. 


LAS! my dear Louiſa, your unhappy 
friend is made to fmart ſeverely for 


the few pleaſing hours ſhe has baſked in the 
ſunſhine of a mother's ſmiles. Her hatred, 
a ſtrong word, my dear, but, I am afraid, 


too juſtly expreſſive, after having ſuffered 
itſelf to be for a little time relaxed, re- 
turns, with redoubled fury, to its natural 
bent. | 

Who would have thought, that after 


| bäng ſo indulgent to me in the Earl of 


Belmour's affair, ſhe ſhould inſiſt upon my 
chuſing an huſband out of two men ſhe has 


named to me, and has left me but a week 


to determine? In vain I aſſure her that my 
heart rejects them both— that I cannot, 

conſiſtently with my ideas of that ſolemn 
engagement, vow to love, honour and obey 
either. My objections are ridiculed ; my 


tears ETD at ; my pathetic remon- 


ſtranc es 


— ah 
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ſtrances anſwered with bitter taunts—Oh 4 
Louiſa, what a fate-is mine] Let let me 
not forget that my perſecutrix is a mother F 

do not think you know either of the 
| men—My ſpirits _ not, ſufficiently com- 
poſed to give their finiſhed portraits, and 
you muſt be content to take the outlines. 
only of each piece. Their names are Mor- 
— and Graham; both men of affluent 
fortunes, and both offer to take me with- 
out any — That, dear, it is which 
haſtens my fate My v happncks. is to be ſa- 
crificed to Harriet's ambition Down ftub- 
born heart. Mr. Graham is about thirty ; | 
rather handſome and well made, with a 
polite addreſs, and inſinuating manner; 
does not appear to want underſtanding, 
but it is of the dark, artful, ene 
kind; has a ſufficiency of vivacity to. 
his converſation infinitely agre& 
generality of the female worlds as many 
an artleſs girl has found to Her coft i —z 
libertine in his Practice; z an atheiſt in his 
Principles. 
Mr. Mordant is about twenty four; ; 
poſſeſſes a very moderate ſhare of under 
ſtanding; nothing handſome in his perſon, 
nor courtly in his addreſs; but all his ac- 
quaintance agree, that he d 4 exceeding 
good fort of young man. 

That phraſe « always conveys to my ima 
gination the idea of a neutral being, be- 
tween | good. and evil; rather _— an. 
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Ae of vice, than a Poſſeſſion of virtue; 
No debauchee, no un Hf no gameſter— 


a mighty good fort of mans. "One misfortune 
attendant on this character is, that as this 

eutral ſtate is oftener the effect of chance 
th han principle, an unhappy « concurrence of 
circumftances has ſometimes trant formed 
the exceeding good ſort of young man into 
a very profligate old one. 

This, my dear, is a flight ſketch of the 
chaxacters of the two men, one of whom 
my mother inſiſts, in the moſt determined 
manner, I ſhall vow to love and honour— 
Is it poſſible I can do either? Oh! Louiſa, 
tell me, adviſe your unhappy friend how 


to extricate herſelf from this horrid di- 


lemma. 

If I muſt marry one of the e l 
gracious heaven defend me from ſhall 
not heſitate a moment in my choice ; for 
no power on earth ſhall eüßge me to wed 


vice and infidelity. Mordant, believe, 


Joves me; his converſation, however in- 
ſipid, vill never ſhock me; 1 may be to 
Terably-eaſy with him, though it is impoſ⸗ 
Able to be happy—Oh ! Louiſa, ſhould 
"that be the caſe, T muſt burn the little 
Portrait which I had drawn for Lord F. 
and endeavour for ever to Ae his idea 
from my heart. 

Did 1 tell you I had fa letter from the 


Ma! of Bclmour in anſwer: to mine; 4 


very 
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very tender and polite one it is. He la- 
ments very pathetically my cruelty, and- 
his own hard fate. He has left his ſeat in 
our neighbourhood, and it is ſuppoſed is 
gone abroad to his ſon. Adieu. 


LE T TE 8. 
Ms Maria Belville, io Mifs Louiſa Fermor. 


AM diſtracted, Louiſa. What ſhall 1 
do? or what determine? My mother in- 
hits, with the moſt cruel obſtinacy, that I 
| ſhall marry ; but ſuppoſe that I could bring 
my heart to obey her, ſhould I not, by ſo 
doing, endanger my everlaſting ſalvation ? 
All conſiderations of happineſs here are not 
worth a moment's thought ; but let me 
not forfeit my only hope. 
I muſt vow to love, honour and obey 4 
being that my heart refuſes to love, and 
my reaſon to honour. To obey is in m 
own power, and literally ſhall that part be 
_ fulfilled whenever I marry ; but my af- 
fections are not; and it is impoſſible to 
honour the unworthy. I am no caſuiſl— - 
let me have your good father's - opinion, 
which is the lighteſt offence; to perjure 
my ſoul with yows I never can perform, 
Or 
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for diſobey an unreaſonable and cruel pa- 
rent ?—Alas! before I have his anſwer, 


my fate will be determined—My whole 


ſoul recoils at the idea of ſuch a marriage 
—cruel mother—my head or heart muſt 
be ruined by the conflict. 
Oh! Louiſa, could I make my conſci- 
ence eaſy, I believe I ſhould obey; I was 
not born to be happy—ſo let me be miſe- 
rable in the way ſhe thinks moſt proper 
for me. | 
I cannot add another word. 


rr. 
Miſs Maria Belville io Miſs Louiſa Permor 


I AM ſet down, my Louiſa, but in a 


ſtate of mind it is impoſſible to deſcribe 
to you Gracious heaven ! am I then mar- 
ried ?—the wife of Mordant—He the man 
whoſe converſation ſhould inform, inſtruct, 


amuſe me; direct my conduct, and improve 


my underſtanding ? and have I vowed in 
the awful preſence of Heaven— called that 
great Being to witneſs, whoſe piercing eye 
views the inmoſt receſſes of the heart, that 


I will faithfully love, honour and obey 
him 2—1 have and this ſtubborn ſwel- 


ling 


— 
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ling heart ſhall be broken, or made to 
dend to its duty. 
This morning, Louiſa, W muſt 
arreſt my pen, or it will wander ſtrangely. 
lam not ſufficiently compoſed to give 
you any particulars, or inform you of 
what dragged me to the altar, or fupported 
me there from ſinking into the arms of 
death, rather than ſuch—— 
I muſt, I find, conclude ; for my pen 
is diſpoſed to rebel againſt my judgement 
and my duty. Farewel my deareſt, much 
loved friend; may you ever be a ſtranger 
to the hundredth part of the anguiſh that 
tears the heart of the wretched 


Maze 


L E T TE $a 
Ms Harriet Belville to Ms Eliza Forſter. 


OY, Eliza, give me joy. on. the com- 
pletion of all my wiſhes : Maria is mar- 
ried ; my mother prevailed upen to ſettle 
her whole fortune upon me; and the day 
after to-morrow givesme wealth, grandeur, 
and Moreton—rich cloaths, fine Jewels, 
ſuperb equipages, and & title, with the 
moſt enchanting fellow in the Univerſe— 
What can a female heart deſire more 7 
Maria's 


* 
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Maria s heart would be ready to burſt 


with d could ſhe ſee me in all my 
glory ; the mortification, however, I ſhall 
ſpare. oy for the preſent ; for I die to ex- 
hibit myſelf in public. Do you think 
ſuch a perſon as mine, with the farther ad- 
vantage of being new too, will make no 
ſmall noiſe in the beau monde ? 
WMe ſhall ſet out immediately for his 
lordſhip's ſeat in Suſſex, ſpend there the 
firſt fortnight ; then fly up to town, be 
eſented at court, and launch into all the 
delights of public life. 

Why muſt your crazy old aunt and 
uncle confine you for ever to the hideous: 
country ? Cannot you make an elopement 
for a month, to enjoy with me the plea- 


ſures of the town? Try child, try what 


influence you have over them, and haſten 
to me immediately. 


We had ſad tragedy doings. with our 


other marriage. Maria kneeled, and wept, 


and prayed moſt pathetically. My mother 
was however inflexible; and when ſhe 
Found that her fine plaintive airs was to 


no purpoſe, only think what a taſte ſhe 


exhibited in her choice of a huſband ! in 


taking the aukwerd, inſipid Mordant, be- 


fore Graturn, who is really a fine fellow, 
only becauſe he has made fools of a few 
a credulous girls; and is now and then 


ittle witty upon that obſolete old-fa- 
ſhioned 
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ſhioned- book the Bible. It is. aſto- 
niſhing how any body can cry this girl up 
for fine ſenſe. I think ſhe has acted like a 
dewntig t rr. Fa; 
I had more difficulty than I imagined in 
making my mother ſurrender her fortune; 
but the eclat of title and equipage: had its 
weight; and I was ſo exceedingly fond—fo 
tender, ſo much hurt at her ſeeming to 
doubt my duty and love, that at length 
ſhe. yielded. She is always to live with us, 
and to be allowed a handſome annuity for 
her private expences. 1 211505 
l am called to try on my cloaths 
white and ſilver lilac and filver—but do 
not think I am going to deſcribe my fine- 
ry; politively, Eliza, you ſhall come and ſee. 


LETTER XXX 


7 THT; 1977 7548 3 5 ; 
Mrs Mordant to Mifs Louiſa Fermor. 


I ARDON me, my dear; I cannot give 
T you the particulars you require; thoſe 
painful ſcenes are too recent to be deſcribed 
by me at preſent. Be content to know 
only in general, that my intreaties, prayers, 
and tears were in vain ; my mother was in- 
exorable; it was my duty to obey * 


ez TR RENCOY TIE „ 


Tam married Amidſt the excruciat- 
ing tortures whieh wrung my heart, a ſenſe 
of having performed my duty alone ſup- 
ported me — But it is paſt; my deſtiny is 
ſealed and I muſt make the beſt of it. 
Twas” a few days after carried to Mr. 
Mordant's houſe, a fine old family manſion, 


which he was put but lately in poſſeſſion of 
by the death of an uncle, his father's eldeſt 


brother. It is quite in the gothic ſtile, 
and about fourteen miles from Belville- 
place. My mother and Harriet accom- 
panied me, ſtaid with me a week, to aſſiſt 


me in receiving company, and in adjuſting 


my family affairs; they then returned. 


The buſtle has been of infinite uſe to 


me, and J am at preſent buſied in re- 


forming the garden. 1 am exceedingly in- 
genious in finding myſelf employment, 


and, like a. modern giddy girl, baniſh 
thought and reflection as far from me as 


- — 


poſſible. | 


Mr. Mordant behaves with a tender- 


neſs which makes me bluſh for my own 
2 my Louiſa !—but our 
affe 

hope to make amends for the want of a 
heart by geod-humour and obligingneſs. 


ſettled, and ſomewhat compoſed, I inſiſt 
upon your ſpending a few weeks with me. 
I repeat the Mord 1% for I cannot, will 


— 


ections are not in our o-ẽn  power—T 


And now, my dear, that I am a little 


not 
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not be denied; the refuſal would break 
my heart. Say every thing tender and re- 
ſpectfu you cannot ſay more than my 
heart ſubſcribes to- to good Dr. Fermor, 
to induce him to fpare his beloved daugh- 
ter a few weeks to her ardently affection- 


ate ” 
NI. NI. 

L R T T E's xntt; 
Mrs. Mordant ts Miſs Louiſa Permor. | 


AM inexpreſfſibly diſappointed. And 
you actually will not—that is, you ſay, 
you cannot, make me the viſit | ſo ardently 
wiſh for, Louiſa? And are you really pre- 
paring for a journey to the South of France 
— the reaſon you aſſign is not to be re- 
ſiſted; may that ſoft and gentle climate 
have every ſalutary effect on your good 
father's health! I know too well the value 
of ſo precious a life to repeat the requeſt, 
or urge the protraction of a fingle moment 
from a purpoſe of ſuch conſequence. I 
10 be content with your letters; but you 
muſt write very often, and give me an ac- 
count of every thing you ſee that is worth 
notice. Remember that I- never was a- 
Js broad, 
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broad, and that it will be doing me a par- 
ticular kindneſs to bring me acquainted 
with ſo polite a nation as the French. 
I expect a faithful journal of every inci- 
dent; nothing can be 3 that con- 
cerns my friend. 
But you muſt not expect me to be a re- 
ular corre ſpondent; my life affords no 
ſubjeats for frequent letters. After I have 
given you a hiſtory of my ranunculas, my 
auriculas and tulips, I ſhall have nothing 
left to fay. 
_ Harriet is married to her favourite 
Moreton, and ſet out for a ſeat his lord- 
ſhip has in Suſſex as ſoon as the ceremony 
was over, my mother with them ; fo that 
have not had the felicity of congratulat- 
ing the happy pair: that they may con- 
tinue fo is my ardent wiſh; and that my 
= mother may never repent the unbounded 
confidence ſhe has placed in their genero- 
ſity and gratitude ; for I am almoſt cer- 
tain, that, unleſs ſhe had given up every 
thing, Moreton, with all his affectation of 
love, would never have married Harriet. 
Adieu, my love. May every bleſling 
attend your ſteps, and the Fountain all 
Health ee your journey! Adieu, 


LET. 
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LETTER XXX 
| Lady Moreton, 10 Miſs Eliza Forſter. 


o ſincerely I regret your abſence; 
Eliza, from this inchanting region 
of happineſs ! ! where we wander from one 
ſcene of gaiety to another, and are loſt in 
an agreeable confuſion of felicity. Lord 
Moreton is the moſt polite of huſbands, 
and your little friend's head almoſt turned 
with the admiration ſhe' excites wherever 
| ſhe appears. An envious old Aunt of his 
Lordſhip's, who, becauſe ſhe has a large 
fortune, thinks herſelf intitled to ſay the 
rudeſt things, tells me, it is only becauſe 
my face is new, and that admiration will 
ceaſe with novelty. But her malice does 
not mortify me; my glaſs tells me fhe-is 
miſtaken, and that features, ſuch as mine, 
_ muſt always be admired whilſt they re- 
main the ſame.—Hey, Eliza, do not ” 

think ſo ? 

I am a happy creature! why will not 
your ſpiteful Aunt and Uncle permit you 
to CTY felicity ? my re: are Pe 
di 


*".. 
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did, my jewels "coſtly, and the ſweeteſt 
equipage you ever ſaf eyes on. 

My mother, I aſſure you, is not why 
out her admirers, ſne has ſtill ſome fine 
remains which ſhe is not a little vain of, 
poor ſoul; the admiration I meet with, 
aſſiſts it greatly, as every body agrees l 
am exceedingly like her. So that we are 
all in perfect good humour with each 
1 F 
have had little time, and leſs inclina - 

tion to write to Mrs. Mordant; for ſhe 
knows nothing of the joys of this paradiſe, 
and I hate her ſentimental ſtuff. Vet I 
do wiſh her. to be witnefs to my. grandeur, 
that I might make her. die with envy at 
the difference of our fortunes. I think I 
muſt invite. her to. town for a few weeks. 
Here I ſhall not fear her as a rival, for 
nobody will have any taſte for her non- 
ſenſical parade, and outre converſation. MI 

Adieu, Eliza, I am engaged in a moſt. 
a Me parte and cannot en a 9 
ment e i en e e 
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Mrs. Mordant to Mys Louſa F. er mor. | 
2 you, my dear, for your enters 


taining account of your voyage and 
journey. I read ſome parts of it to Mr. 
Mordant, who was quite delighted with my 
charming friend's vivacity. He is a ſweet 
tempered man, and takes ſo much pains, - 
and is ſo anxious to oblige me, that I muſt 
be one of the moſt ungrateful women 
breathing, not to appear pleaſed and 
happy. = : 
You deſire an account of our neighbour- 
hood. As we are ſo near Belville-place, we 
have ſome families viſit us from that vi- 
cinity ; thoſe who are new to me are pretty 
much in the uſual fiyle, not ſufficiently 
characteriſtic to deſerve a particular de- 
ſcription; moſt of them being mighty good 
ſort of people. They are all exceedingly 
civil, and appear very much diſpoſed to 
admire your friend, who endeavours to 
entertain them with all the vivacity and 
good humour ſhe can muſter up. 32 
The gentlemen are moſt of them ſportf. 
men, fond of their bottle, and ſo very de- 
ſirous of initiating Mr. Mordant into their 
bacchanalian revels, that I am ſometimes 


afraid his good humour and natural incli- 


nation to oblige, will lead him to be too d 
complaiſant to their importunities. n 

My principal acquaintaince is a Mrs. fi 
Spencer, an exceding amiable woman, h 


whoſe huſband is a gentleman of ſmall for- 8 
tune pretty near us. There is ſomething 
in her converſation which pleaſes me in- [ 
c 
[ 


finitely; not for its vivacity, for ſhe has 
rather a grave turn, but for its plain good 
ſenſe, its unaffected piety, and humility. 
Educated entirely in the country, ſhe has 
not the eaſe and the politeneſs of the fine 
lady ; but ſhe has, what is infinitety better, 9 
the moſt undiſguiſed frankneſs, the moſt 
melting benevolence, and a large ſhare of 
that divine charity which thinketh no 
& en.” | 
In converſing with more ſhining 
ters, the mind, with a kind of emulation 
almoſt unperceived by itſelf, endeavours at 
an equality, and exerts all its powers; with 
others it appears guarded and reſerved, as 
if afraid, if it acted altogether naturally, 
it ſhould be liable to a malignant interpre- 
tation; but with Mrs. Spencer, ſecure _=_ 
malevolent miſconſtruction, and its little 
vanities having nothing to fear from an aſ- 
ſumed. ſuperiority, it ſuffers itſelf to ap- 
. pear ſimply and without reſerve, as nature 


formed it, and yields iulelf UP; to a pleat 
1 indolence. ; 
Moft 


— 


— 


_ Mx F 6; . N - 2 
4 * ; 


Moſt people make a diſplay of their un- 


derſtanding, their good qualities, and be- 


nevolent actions; but the gentle, unobtru- 
five Mrs. Spencer leaves you to diſcover 
hers; can you then wonder, that as the 
generality of the world is very little inclin- 
ed to ſearch into the meritorious part of a 
perſon's character, that hers is ſo little un- 
derſtood ? and that you generally find it 
huddled up in the common phraſe, of an 


exceeding good natured, good ſort of wor 


man ? | | 
Buy way of contraſt to Mrs. Spencer, 
let me introduce you to Mrs. Lunly, 


another viſitant, though not in fo great 


a degree of intimacy. She is a reading 
travelled lady, with a very moderate un- 
derſtanding, but an excellent memory; 
which enables her to entertaia one with 
all ſhe has read, with tedious and mi- 
nute deſcriptions of all ſhe has ſeen, with 
her own bon-mots, and thoſe of all her 
acquaintance, not omitting thoſe of James 
the footboy, and Sturgeon the fiſherman 


with every compliment ſhe has ever re- 


ceived, and with every kind and bene- 
volent action ſhe or her huſband has 
done in all their lives. This lady's cha- 
rater was announced to me, and ſhe is 
generally acknowledged to be, one of the 
moſt ſenſible and agreeable of women, and 
one 
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one of the moſt entertaining companions 

in the world. 
Believe me, my deareſt Louiſa, your 
truly affectionate 
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